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The Chief nurnose of this publication is to distrioute information on 


aeronautics to the flying 
Guard, and others connecte 


ersonnel in the Rezular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
with aviation. 
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NATIOUAL AIR FRONTIER DEFENSE ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCLS ITS POLICY 


The followinz policy was adopted by 
the National Air Frontier Defeuse Asso- 
ciation: 

"To vromote interest in and secure 
Congressional action to bring about the 
establishment of a system of Air Fron- 
tier Defense bases in the United States 
and Insular possessions and a substanti- 
al increase in the Air Force in connec- 
tion therewith; to leave to the War De- 

artment all policies relating to the 
ocation cf such bases and questions 


gol ok ia to their equiameat, personnel,and svubisarines and aircraft. 


raining, and operation. 

General Chzrles E. Xilbourne, G.S.C., 
Assistant Chief of Staff, War Plans Di- 
vision, ard Major Follett Bradley, 
G.S.C. (a.C.), were present at tne ini- 
tial meeting of the Association in 
Washington, D.c. The War Departuent 
has announced that it is in accord with 
the above policy of the Association and 
eéxnects to have an opportunity to show 
the need for Air Coros permanent sta- 
tions in addition to those it now has 
in hearings before the present. session 
of Congress. 

Generel Kilbourne, who seversl days 
azo departed for the Philipsines to as- 
sume his new duties as Commanding Gen- 
eral of tre Harbor Defenses of Manila 
and Subic Bays, recently made a state- 
ment. in an onen hearing conducted 7 
the Military Affairs Committee of the 
House of Representatives, to the effect 
that what is d@zemed necessary is to 
provide in each strategic area the ne- 
cessary installations for tae service 
of G.H.Q. Air Force units wnen concen- 
trated in such area for maneuvers. The 
Air Corps is now, and has been for some 
time, engeged in a survey of the sever- 
al strategic areas. 

It wight be of interest to know the 
svecific vurnoses of these bases and, 
briefly, the methods of utilizing them 
in_peace and in war. 

First, let it be understood that, 
while in peace certain specific Air 
Corps units will be assigned a "perma- 
nent station" in each area, actually 
their occupation of these stations will 
be permanent only in the sense that 
they will be located there during such 
times as they are not engaged, at some 
other locality, in maneuvers in_peace 
or hostile operations in war. In the 
€vent of war, probably not more than a 
very small masher of the permanent sta- 


tions will be occunied at the same time 





by combat units, for it is inconceiv- 
aole that serious attacks on the United 
States in force could be launched 
against several localities simultane- 
ously. The location of the country or 
countries at war with us will indicate 
in a general way the most likely 
theatre or thentres of war and of oper- 
ations. The threntened sector within 
these theatres will be determined 


through various sources - naval and 
military intelligence, surface ships, 
When the 


tnentre is deternined, the Air Force 
wll be partially concentrated to pro- 
tect that theatre. When the specific 
threat against any sector has been lo~ 
cated, tne Air Force will be still fur- 
ther concentrated to mect it and will 
go into action as soon as effective re- 
sults can be obtained. 

It is impossible, and in fact highly 
undesirable, vor each permanent station 
to be large enough to accommedate the 
wuole Air Force, or even a major por- 
tion of it. To attempt such manner of 
operation would be to olace all of 
one's eggs in on? basket, and would 
render the Air Force concentrated 
thereon subject to major damage in the 
event of a successful hostile air at- 
tack. On the contrary, each permanent 
air station will serve as a base or 
nucleus for the operation of trat part 
of the Air Force deensad resess::7 to 
meet the threat agaivst *"7 ar-n served 
by that permanent station. The wili- 
tary facilities will be euemenved by 
suitable civilian facilities in eac 
erea. 

The growth of civil aviation, careful- 
ly fostered by the Federal, State and 
locel goveruments, together with the 
prtriotic air-mindedness of local con- 
munities, may be expected to supoly 
most cf the operating fields which will 
be necessary in the eveat of war. How 
ever, a necessary step in the provision 
of adequate air defense is the acquisi- 
tion end construction of the additional 
permanent Air Corvs stations, and their 
eyui oment with the necessary srirvlanes 
and perscenne]l. When they are thus gar- 
risoned, the commanding cfiice.s of 
each will be specifically charzed with 
the accurate and detaile? determination 
of the location, size, and nuubers of 
the required civil. fields necaed in his 
area to accommodate war operations. For 
such of these fields as cannot be pre- 
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pared as indicated above as an incident 
of commercial air: development, suitable 
sites will be selected and estimates of 
cost in money and man hours will be pre- 
pared and held until war is threatened. 

Frequent peace-time maneuvers will be 
held in the areas served by each perma- 
nent Air Corps station to perfect the 
training of the various units of the Air 
Force team, and to determine the adequa- 

y and progress of the program to vrovid 
the necessary operating fields. 

So far, this discussion has been lim- 
ited to the Air Force alone. However,we 
must not forget that the Air Force is 
but one agency of national defense,al- 
beit a most imvortant one. The Navy,the 
harbor defenses, and the other combat 
arms and services of the Army are all 
absolutely essential to adequate de- 
fense, and to place entire reliance on 
any one would be the height of folly. 
Complete security demands all these ‘ 
agencies. Their places and functions 1n 
the national defense scheme may be 
roughly and briefly visualized as 
follows: 

The primary function of the Navy is to 
maintain inviolate our vital sea comnu- 


nications and deny them to the enemy. In 
so doing it may protect the coast in- 
directly. If the condition and situation 
of our fleet are such that it can and 
does operate effectively in any sea-area, 
our coast line covered by that sea area 
is safe irom attack by naval, air or 
ground forces. However, in view of the 
fact that the primary mission of the 
fleet reouires that it te free to move 
and operate in any waters, the incident- 
al protection it may affoid a given part 
of the coast is transient, and therefore 
cannot be assigned a permanent value in 
the Army's plan of defense. 

The Army is responsible for the direct 
defense of the coastal and land front- 
iers. This is necessary in order that 
the United States Fleet may he free to 
conform to the movements or its vrinci- 
pal objective, which is the hostile 
fleet. The development of a well-balanc- 
ec Air Force as a combat arm of the 
Mobile Army gives to us a powerful ele- 
ment for use in situations wherein the 
fleet has been unable, for any reason, 
to prevent the aoproach of hostile for- 
ces to a vosition from which they can 
attack. Like the Navy, the Air ¥orce 
must be ready to operate immediateiy on 
outbreak of war and can strike powerful 
blows against the enemy while the lat- 
ter is still beyond the spnhere of action 
of the harbor defenses and the field 
armies. In certain situations the Air 
Force may afford direct support to the 
fleet. 

In the Army's defense of the coast the 
G.H.Q. Air Force affords a long-range, 
highly mobile striking force, and the 
ground troops a line of resistence in 














which the harbor defenses constitute 
strong points." It is by means of all 
three of these agencies that the Army 
provides for the accomplishment of its 
resvonsibility for the direct defense 
of the coast. 





---000--- 


PROMOTIONS AND CHANG:S OF STATION 
OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


The temporary promotion of Air Corps 
officers in order to give them suitable 
rank commensurate with the duties 
which they are performing is now under 
the process of being accomplished. 

This matter of insufficient rank of 
Air Corps officers for duties perform- 
ed by them is one which has been in 
debate for quite a number of years. 

The Morrow Board in 1925, cognizant of 
this situation in the Air Corps, pro- 
nosed a remedy for it by advocating 
that temporary increased rank be given 
those Air Corps officers verforming 
duties which called for higher rank 
than that actually held by them. 

The Air Corps Act of July 2, 1926, 
embodied the necessary authority to 
award this increased temporary rank 
to Air Corps officers, where circun- 
stances warranted it, but for certain 
valid reasons this particular vrovi- , 
sion of the Act was not carried out 
until this year. 

The Special War Department Board, 
headed by the Hon. Newton D. Baker, 
former Secretary of War, and the Presi- 
dent's Federal Aviation Commission 
made similar recommendations with re- 
spect to temporary increased rank of 
Air Corps officers, and these recom- 
mendations, couple.. with the emphasis 
vlaced upon this need by the organiza- 
tion of the G.H.Q. Air Force, produced 
a situation which caused the War De- 
vpartmeny to set the machinery in motion 
to make the proposition of temporary 
increased rank for Air Corps officers: | 
an actuality. 4 

Elsewhere in this issue of the News : 
Letter is published a War Devartment é 
announcement of the temvorary increas- ' 
ed rank given to the Commanding Offi- 
cer of the G.H.Q. Air Force, his 
staff, and the commanders of the First, 
Second and Third Wings. 

Special Orders of the War Departmeni 
just issued announce further temporary 
promotions »f Air Corps officers, 
whereby Lieut.-Colonels Delos C.Hmmons, 
William C. McChord, Jacoh H. Fickel, 
Frederick L. Martin, Majors Henry W. 
Harms and Junius WW. Jones assume the 
temporary rank of Colonel, and Majors 
Oliver P. Echols, Harold A. Strauss, 
Frank D. Lackland and Dudley B.Howard, 





agen sates 





thet of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

The new assignments given to the Air 
Corps officers temporarily promoted 
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thus far are stated below: 

Brig. General Henry C. Pratt from 
Wright Field, Ohio, to Langley Field, Va. 
as Wing Commander, Second Wing, G.H.@. 
Air Force. 

Brig. General Henry H. Arnold, Wing. 
Commander of the First Wing, G.H.Q. Air 
Force, remains at his present station, 
March Field, Calif. 

Col. Gerald C. Brant goes from Brooks 
Field to Barksdale Field, La., as Wing 
Commander of the Third Wing, G.H.Q. Air 
Force. 

Colonels Emmons and McChord remain at 
their present stations, the former as 
Wing Commander of the 18th Composite 
Wing, Fort Shafter, T.H., and the lat- 
ter as Wing Commander of the 19th Compo-7 
site Wing, Albrook Field, Canal Zone. 

Colonels Harms and Jones also remain 
at their present stations, the former 
as Commandant cf the Air Corps Primary 
Flying School at Randolph Field, Texes, 
and the latter as Commandant of the Air 
Corps Technical School at Chanute Field, 
Rantoul, Ill. 

Colonel Jacob E. Fickel, Chief of the 
Buildings and Grounds Division, Office | 
of the Chief of the Air Corps, 
Washington, D.C., assumes the duty of 
Commandant cf the Air Sorps Advanced 

lying School at Kelly Field, Texas; 
while Lieut.-Colonel Frank D.Lackland, 
at present on duty in the Plans Division, 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, 
assumes the duty of Chief of the Field 
Service Section, Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Chio. 
_ Lieut -Colonels Echols, Strauss and 
Howard remain at the Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, in their respective posi- 
tions of Chief of tne Engineering Sec- 
tion, Chief of the Procurement Section 
and Chief of the Administrative Section. 

Colonel Mar*+in, upon the completion  , 
of his present course of instruction at | 
the Army War College, Washington, goes |: 
to the Materiel Division for duty as 
Executive thereof. 

The Air Corns officers assigned to 
duty on the staff of the Commander of 
the G.H.@. Air Force will be stationed | 
at Langley Field, Va. 

The orders issued to the officers 
above named become effective on March 
end, next. 

The foregoing assignments to duties 
involving temporary rank are merely a 
part of the entire plan which, the War 
Department has announced, will also in- 
volve assignment of appropriate rank to 
the commanding officers assigned to 
groups and a. 


War Department Irders just issued direct 
Col. Henry G. Fisher, now on duty as Chief of | 
the Plans Division, Office of the Chief of the 
Air Corps, to proceed on July 1lst,next, to 
Maxwell Field,Montgomery, Ala., and assume du- 
ties as commanding 
as: Commandant of * 





officer of that field and 
he Tactical School. 


AIR CORPS MANEUVERS ITH CAVALRY 


During the past year, Flight D, 16th 
Observation Squadron, Marshall Field, 
Fort Riley, Kansas, together with a de- 
tachment from Brooks Field, Texas, par- 
ticipated in the Cavalry School maneuyv- 
ers, which continued throughout a whole 
month. One flight, consisting of three 
O-19 airplanes, with Captain Calvin E. 
Giffin as flight commander, cooperated 
during the early part of the exercises 
with the mechanized cavalry. The other 
flight, consisting of three 0-250 air- 
planes. with Captain N.R.Laughinghouse 
in command, cooperated with the horse 
cavalry at first, and during the latter 
part or the maneuvers, with the mechan- 
ized forces. 

The meneuvers were very successful on 
both sides. It was the first time in 
history that airplanes were used with 
the mechanized cavalry in such maneuv- 
ers. The results were highly satisfac- 
tory, and it was found that the air- 
plane is indispensable in maintaining 
constant surveillance over enemy mechan- 
ized forces, due primarily to the high 
mobility and large area of overation of 
this force in all directicns. 

In the course of these exercises, it 


i'was also found that it is necessary to 


send out friendly airplanes in advance 
to reconnoitre for the mechanized 
forces. 
oom Ogee 


MIAMI FLIGHT PROVES VALUABLs TRAINING 


Brooks Field, Texas, was substantially 
represented at the recent Air Races at 
Miami, Fla., a flight of ce airplanes 
and personnel comprising 23 officers and 
18 enlisted men, commanded by Lieut.- 
Col. G.C. Brant, commander of the field, 
taking off on January 7th for Miami,via 
Barksdale and Maxwell Fields and 
Lakeland, Fla. Landing at Lakeland for 
gas, the flight had the pleasure of at- 
tending the dedication of one of the 
most splendidly planned and constructed 
airvoorts in the country. Possessing sur- 
faced runways, permanent buildings,meteo- 
rological couipment, etc., and situated 
on the shores of a lake three miles in 
length and about one and one-half miles 
in width, which affords an excellent har- 
bor for seaplanss, this airport is the 
pride of the citizens of Lakeland, who 
turned ont en mass to attend its dedica- 
tion. That evening the good people en- 
tertained tne l2th Observation Group 
with a Cinner dance, and the personnel 
from Brooks Field will lonz remember this 
most gracious gesture of hospitality. 

Several tactical hey were carried 
out curing the flight, and everyone is of 
the opinion that one flight of this nature 

is more valuable for tactical training 
than many worked out at the Lome airdrome. 
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G HQ AIR FORCE STAFF AND WING COMMANDERS 


A recent announcement of the War Department is 
to the effect that the principal members of the 
General Staff of the GHQ Air Force, which offici- 
ally comes into being on March 1, 1035, have been| 
designated, and have reported to the Air Force 
Commander, Lieut.-Colonel F.M. Andrews, for tem- 
porary duty in Washington. The evertual strength 
of Colonel Andrews' Staff will be about 2% Air 
Corps officers, and such additional officers of 
the other Services as may pecome necessary, but, 
initially, only a few will be assizned. As the 
need for additional Staff officers becomes appa- 
rent, they will be selected. 
ec are? 

Major Hugh J. Knerr, A.C., Chief of Staff. 

Major Harvey S. Burwell, A.C., Assistant Chief 

of Staff, GS-1, Personnel. 

Major Follett Bradley, A.C., Assistant Chief 
of Staff, G2, Intellisence and Public 
Relations. 

Captain George C. Kenney, A.C., Assistant Chief | 

of Staff, G-Z, Operations and Training. 

Major Joseph T. McNarney, A.C., Assistant Chief | 

of Staff, G4, Supply and War Plans. | 
Wing Conmenders have been designated 
follows: 
lst Wing (est Coast) Lieut.-Colonel 
Arnold, A.C. 

2nd Wing (Hast Coast) Lieut.-Colonel 
C. Pratt, A.C. 

3rd Wing (Central States) Lieut.-Colonel 
Gerald C. Brant, A.C. 

As has previously been announced, Colonel 
Andrews will be given the temporary rank of 
Brigadier General. iajor Knerr will be temporary 
Colonel, and the Assistant Chiefs of Staff will 
be temporary Lieutenant-Colonels. The Commanders 
of the lst and gnd Wings will be temporary Briga- 
dier Generals, and the Commander of the 3rd Wing 
will be texporary Colonel. 


---000--- 


AN AIR-MINDED GOVERNOR 


Those now designat- 





as 


EH. 


Henry 


Henry 


Aviation enthusiasts in the State of Washington, 
particularly members of the 4lst Division Avia- 
tion, National Guard, are pleased with their 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, "because Gover- 
nor Martin likes aviation." 

The Chief Executive of the State was active in 
securing the new National Guard hangar at Felts 
Field, Spokane, and is a regular passenger across 
the State in National Guard airplanes. One of 
his three sons, Dan Martin, holds a student 
pilot's permit, while the youngest son, Frank, 
attends all National Guard camps each year. 


Se ee ee 





ARMY ATR CORPS FLIGHT TO PANAMA CANAL ZONE 


On or about March lst, next, the 3lst 
Bombardment Squadron, a unit of the lst 
Wing of the recently created General Head- 
quarters Air Force, with 10 Martin B-12A 
airplanes, will depart from Washington, 
T.C., on a one-stop flight to the Panam 
Canal Zone. The intermediate stop will be 
at Miami, Florida, for refueling. The 
squadron will be under the command of Cap- 
tain Harole L. Smith, Air Corps, who will 
have 15 of his squadron officers ani 16 of 
his enlisted men accompany him. The home 
station of this Soundron is at Harnilton 
Field, near San Refuel, Calif., the new Air 
Corps field to which it recently moved from 
March Fielc, Riverside, Calif. 

The purnose of the flight is to provide 
routine eir navigational and technical 
training for Air Force personnel. 

Present pluns call for the squadron to 
proceed to Rockwell Field, Coronado,Calif. 
on cr about Februcry 10th, for the purpose 
of a check of the ecuipment at the Air 
Corps Depot at that station. From Rockwell 
Field, Ceptain Snith will lead his Squadron 
to Washinzton, D.C., for the take-off south- 
ward. The planes will be equipped with 
the latest radio instruments and other air 
navigation eyuipment. 

It will be recalled that ten similar Army 
airplanes, wider the commsid of Lieut.-Col. 
Henry H. Arnold, Air Corns, successfully 
carried out a long-distance flight from 
Washineton, D.c., to Feirbanks, Alaska,and 
On 
the return trip, and for the first time in 
eviation history, this Flight connected 
Alaska and the mainland of the United 
States by air without an intermediate stop, 
the jou:ney from Juneau, Alaska, to 
Seattle, Wash., being made in 5; hours. 

Cn the Panam Flight, the 3lst Scuadron 
will leeve Vashington in the early morning 
for Miami, a distence of 918 statute miles. 
After the planes are refueled, the second 
leg of the flight will be to France Field, 
Canal Zone, the planes proceeding directly 
over the The State Depart~ 
ment has arranged with the proper foreign 
Governnents for the airplanes to fly over 
any of their territories that may be tra- 
versed en route. 

Captzin Snith's personnel will include 
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return, in the sumer of last year. 


Carivteun Sea. 





NE the following officers and enlisted men: students have been in this region, freeing 


) Officers: the forests from blister rust. It is in 
Major Fabian L. Fratt, Medical Corps, Flight | this work that the National Guard planes 
Surgeon. ; | cooperated mostly. 
1st Lieuts. John C. Moore Edgar T. Noyes | Radio commnication has been another impor- 
vd James W. Spry Donald J. Keirn | tant phese of the ccoperative program Every 
\ Donald R. Lyon Chas. 3.Stoné,III | vonday night the Squadron conducts commmica- 


end Lieuts. Lloyd R. Watnee Eugene H. Beebe | tions with the 14sth Field Artillery, Idaho 





Wo, li. Garland Marvin L. Harding  aeeboneik Guard, a! Coeur d'Alene; the 16lst 








: Villiam Ball Chas.G.Williamson | Infantry regiment, “ashington National Guard, 
be Roy H. Lynn Spokane, and Rog ar 4th Infantry troops at 
Staff § Bodie peerators waa Fort George Wrigni, Svokane. 
¥ ergeant Kennard D. Wilson asingh ape 
- Sergeants Harold E. Cooper, Allan P. Cress 
L1 Corporal Rudolph Lesnick PURSUIT TO BECOME ATTACK 
of Airplane and Engine liechanics i 
- Master Sergeant Charles F. Gravlin Personnel of the 17th Pursuit Group, March 
Technical Sergeants “illiam H. Blackden, Field, Riverside, Celif., have noted with 
, Nels E. Swanson, Karl T. Wiedekamp, | keen interest the a.nouncenent that this 
Air Staff Sergeants Philip P. Monroy, Francis L. | Group is shortijy to be changed to the 17th 
Prom Kurtz, George V. Newman, Thomas F. Tooney, Attack Group. Already Attack Tables of Organ- 
Mathew A. McGraw, Paul S. Patterson, Robert W. | ization, Attack Manuals, Supply Tables, and 
Stauffer. tactical lectures on Attack Aviation are mak- 
. Sergeant Joe Howard. ing their eprearance. 
---000--= Much of the art:cipated sorrow at seeing 
” os tis a | their units reconstituted to Attack and hav- 
: ADVANCED AVIGATION TRAINING UNIT STILL AT IT ing, ———* , <o ane the — 
, seaters has not been in evidence, pro 
es The student officers of the Advanced Aviga- Someuiae re to the belief that Pe ion will 
Se tion Training Unit are now in their fourth be supplied with the new Northrup Attack 
week of instruction. With the morning spent plane. This plane has bean seen at this 
ell in the classroom, the afternoons spent in the | station on several occusions as a result of 
air and the evenings dedicated to the solution test flights from the nearby factory, and its 
on of problems to be tamed to, the nest sarming, | performazce ani, anyearence have been very 
yuth- ts wing difficu 4 “pee its ects i 
that "'sparc'' time someone foolishly told them ene SH :ohe ——* ee GAnees 
ir to expect at Rockwell Field. To break the - 
notony and maintain the'mental alertness" o NNUAL INSPECTION TREN 
the students, trips to Catalina Island and the | “NNUAL INSPECTION DIVISION CONFERENCE 
my ee er have + added to the The annual conference of the Air Corps In- 
‘ol. SRemeee we Senay a spection Division, for the Ciscussion of . 
Sore technical matters in connection with aircraf 
: 
- amq} Maintenance and inspection in the various 
WEATHER BUREAU FLIGHTS BY NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN Gontrol Areas. was held at the San Antonio 
me A cooperative program with other government- foo ee gy Mar ing F. 
al agencies has been carried on hy the 41st Schneider, Chief of the Inspection Division, 
in Division Aviation, Washington National Guard. | office of the Chief of the Air Corps; Captain 
Starting July 2, 1934, pilots of the Division #:4+ Bivins, Technical Supervisor, Fairtield 
Aviation have been making daily Weather Bureau Stat ry ok faa Blair: Contat "3.5 
op, flights for the airways weather station at 2 “ee ec 1 pity ae Ma avlete “Al 
Felts Field, Spokane, Wash., with the result |7COhe™, Technical Supervisor, Biddlesown Air 
Te -_ . Depot Control Area; Captain Ames S. Albro 
that 217 hours of weather flying is today el liga. : . 
vecesied Technical Supervisor, San Antonio Air Depot, 
3 ° and his assistant, Staff Sergeant Elliott 
: The average flight takes one hour and 20 Scott; and Staff Sergeant Ross P. Peck, assis- 
ng minutes, anc altitudes ranging from 17,000 to | tant to Captain C.W. Sullivan, Technical 
eS. 20,000 feet are attained. Oxygen tanks are Supervisor, Rockwell Air Depot Control Area, 
i used on many trips. Temperatures of several who was unable to attend. 
: degrees below zero were encountered. lIEvery ---000--= 
, pilot in the Squadron has engaged in these 
ly weather flights, which have proven very satis- The annual inspection of the San Antonio 
bi factory to the Weather Bureau. Air Depot was made January 28-29 by Cclonel 
: Many flying hours have been accumlated by | ‘im S. Browning, of The Inspector General's 
the 116th Observation Squadron in its coopera~- | Offices Washington, who had also made the 
tive program with the Forestry Service. previous annual inspection. Col. Browning 
Forestry District No. 1, located generally in | expressed himself as greatly pleased with 
the Spokane region, is the largest forest dis- | conditions at the Depot and as having ncted 
trict in the United States. much improvement thereat since his last 
For the last two years thousands of C.C.C. inspection. 





cad 
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REPORT OF THE FEDERAls AVIATICN COMMISSION (Continued) 


Under the heading of "Procurement cf 
Military and Naval Aeronautical Materiel" 
the Federal Aviation Commission, in its 
report, made the following recommenda- 
tions: 

59. The paramount importance of quali- 
ty in military aircraft should be reccgnized, 
and procurement policies should be fixed with 
prirary reference to the securing at all times 
of the best material. Price should not be 
the primary consideration. 

60. The general purpose in the relations 
ef the government to tne industry engaged in 
manufacturing Service aircraft should be to 
maintain units sufficiently stable and suffi- 
ciently well organized so that they world be 
available for expansion in the event of war. 
The strength and efficiency beth in design 
and in production ef the individual manufac~. 
turing units, rather than the number of inde- 
endent units existing, sheuld be regarded as 

he test of the natinn's industriel prepared-— 
ness. 

61. Procurement policies should be planned 
to encourage the development of integrated 
mancfacturing units carrying on their owm re- 
search, development, design, and production 
work. 

62. The practices sf the goverment depart- 
ments procuring aircraft showld, as far as 
practicable, be the same. The Federal Direéc- 
tor of Trocurement should promulgate the nec- 
cessary directicns to this end. 

63. Every éffert should be made to orgen- 
‘ize procurement policy so that the supply cf 
each general type of aircraft for replacement 
and for modernization should preceed at a 
substantially regular rate, and so that there 
may be a substantially regular flew of produc- 
tive work in the plants of the aircraft 
industry. 

' 64, The War and Navy Departments should so 
organize their technical ferces as to cbviate 
the simultaneous functioning ef any perscnnol 
in the roles of cometitor and of judge. 

65. The development of new types of air- 
craft should continue to be provided for 
either by design competition or by experi- 
mental contracts for a specific article, but 
the rules now governing formal dssign compe- 
‘titions should be mndified to allow adminis- 
trative flexibility, and in particular to 
vide for the holding cf competitions in which 
design development is allied with experiment- 
al censtruction of the article designed. 

66. The Army and Navy should adopt a poli- 
cy in holding design competitions by which de- 
tails of the military characteristics of the 
aircraft and equipment desired to be created 
shall be disclosed only to fully responsible 
competitors, »f American nationality, and 
qualified for the work contemplated in the 
Opinion of the Secretary of War or cf the 
Navy. 

67. The announcements of design cempeti- 
tions should include the statement of the 
fixed price at which, subject to bonuses and 
penalties for performance, machines from the 


best designs will be purchased frem the orig- | 


| inators of the types. 


68. Where the. interests of the government 
clearly require that the construction of equip- 
ment froma particular design be thrown cpen 
te general competition or that orders for such 
construction be allocated to ethers than the 
originator cf the design, royalties should 

be paid to the originator in reimbursement 

fer the right to use his drawings, calcula- 
tions, and production information. 

69, The attempt to introduce a standard 
Catch-all patent-license clause into all de- 
velopmental contracts for aircraft and aero- 
nautical material should be abandoned. Re-~ 
productien rights on patentable inventicns 
should accrue to the government, in connec- 
tion with a developmental contract for pur- 
chase cf an article embedying the inventions, 
only in case the centractor is engaged to con- 
duct a specific experimental development under 
governmental direction. 

70, Existing provisions of law should be 
amended as necessary to allow direct suit (but 
not injunctive procedure) against a manufac- 
turer alleged to be infringing a patent in 
connection with work done by him fer the 
Federal government. 

71. Explicit authority should be granted 
to the Secretary of War and to the Secretary 
of the Navy to negotiate contracts for quanti- 
ty purchases of aircraft and other aeronaut- 
ical material, subject to the requirement of 
a full report to Congress in each case where 
the -authority is used. 

72. Inerder that there may be no incentive 
for an uneconomic expansion cf plants that 
could not be kept regularly running at any=. 
where near their capacity, it should be pro- 
curement policy tn aveid any concentration in 
any one plant of an abnommally large propor- 
tion ef the total military and naval work 








r- | 


| then outstanding. 

i 3, When purchases are to be made as the 
result of a precess of competitive bidding, 

| the Secretary of War or Secretary of the Navy 

: Should be authorized either to sward a con- 

‘tract for the whole quantity sought to the 

| bidder whe can best perform the work, or to 

| divide the work among two cr mre bidders if 

‘that be in the best interests of the govern- 

i ment. 

74, Where definite profit limitation-is to 

, be employed, as in the present Naval Construc- 

ition act, it should net be applied to. the in- 

i dividual contrect, but, in the interest cf 

| equity, of simplicity ef acccunting, and of 

| stimulaticen of technical developnent, should 
be extended over all the werk done for the 
government Service over a considerable length 
ef time. 

75. Industrial mohilizaticn plans in the 
field cf aeronautics sheuld be pressed by the 
joint effort of the Army and Navy. 

In Reccmmendation No. 62, reference is made 
te the Federal Directer of Precurement. This 
aK Pg was Gesignated by Executive Crder of 
une 10, 1933, and Admiral C.J. Teoples, who 
occupies this position, has already directed 
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the appointment of an interdepartmental com 
mittee on aircraft and is proceeding to remove | 
at least the most unnecessary and unreasonable | 
of the existing contradicticns. 

‘With reference to Recommendation No. 50 of 
the Federal Aviation Commission, which relates 
to the promotion situation in the Army, with 
special reference to the Air Corps, and which 
was quoted in the previeus issue of the News 
Letter, the Commission's discussion on this 
recommendation is as follows: 

"The promotion status of officers of the Air 
Corps is unsatisfactory and destructive of mo- 
rale. It is recommended that steps be taken 
to improve this situaticn and that the War De- 
partment should propose early remedial action 
to the Congress as a part of a general revi- 
sion of the Army's promotion scheme, upon the 
present effects of which the Baker Beard has 
commented with appropriate feeling. 

As a general policy, the Commission recom 
mends that new legislation governing Air Cnrps 
personnel recognize the necessity for a con- 
tinuous flow of promotion in spite ef the dis- 
proportionately large numbersof officers in 
the lower ranks that the proper organization 
of any air force seems to require. Apprepri- 
ate mechanism is needed for selection for pro- 
motion, transfer to nonflying duties, and re- 
tirement. The selection system should be such 
that outstanding officers of the Air Corps may 
be advanced to the higher ranks at an early i - 
age, while their flying ability is yet unim- 
paired. Otherwise, important and responsible 
air commands will be held by officers no long- 
er physically fit, or by junior cfficers of 
inadequate authority. 

A general revision of the Army's promtion 
system is needed to provide permanent and 
really adequate relief. Any such revision 
will be sufficiently slow ir its workings to 
require a substantial amount of time to recti- 
fy present evils completely. As a temporary 
expedient, while a permanent program is being 
worked out and making itself felt, we urge 
that temporary promotion to rank conmensurate 
with the duty currently performed should be 
made an accepted principle for general appli- 
cation in the Air Corps. The Morrow Board 
proposed in 1925 a limited use of such tempo- 
rary promotion in connection with field com 
mands, and provision was made in the Air Corps 
Act of 1926 for temporary promotion of not to 
exceed two grades in certain specific instan- 
ces. The provision has never been put into 
effect because of oppesition within the Air 
Corps, an opposition apparently based in part 
upon the fear that as a temporary expedient it 
would defeat the development of any permanent- 
ly satisfactory plan, and in part upon an an- 





ticipation that injustice would be done by 
giving temporary promtions to officers hold- 
ing certain field commands while cfficers of 
equal age, experience, ability, and permanent 
rank upon staff or headquarters duty would 
have no opportunity for corresponding special 
treatment. We propose that the first objec- 
tion be overcome by refusing to admit that it 
exists, and by emphasizing our united convic- 
tion of the vital urgency of prompt action for 





pernanent promotion revision in the interest 


of the whole Army. We propose that the sec- 
end objection should be met by removing the 
discrimination that creates it. The Baker 
Board made a special study ef the working of 
the present law in individual cases and an- 
nounces that under existing law there is now 
a "possibility ef advancing temrorarily about 
seventy-five percent of the Air Corps offi- 
cers.'' We reconmend that the authority to 
give temporary promoticn by not to exceed two 
grades be extended to permit such promotion 
in any case where apprepriate certification 
is made that the duty imposes responsibili- 
ties and demands qualities normally ccrres- 
ponding to a higher rank than the permanent 
rank of any officor currently available for 
the assignment. If it is true that squadrons 
now generally commanded by captains and first 
lieutenants should carry the temporary rank 
of major for their commanding cfficers, it is 
no less true that Air Corps officers serving 
with the General Staff or upon important duty 
with the Materiel Divisicn at Wright Field or 
in the office »f the Chief ef Air Corps or in 
other administrative details are in many 
cases performing duty that not only justifies 
but fairly demands materially higher rank 
than the permanent one to which the present 
incumbents have attained. 

The mechanism of making these temporary 
promotions should of course be suitably safe- 
guerded, and the temporary rank should be 
given either upon the specific direction of 
the Secretary of War or upon that of a board 
of high-ranking officers pericdically con- 
vened to deal with the matter as selection 
boards are convened in the Navy Department. 
Whichever mechanism may be adopted. however, 
there should be no further delay in applying 
the principle that was recommended by the 
Morrow Board in 1925 and again by the Baker 
Board in 1934, and that should now be put 
into effect upon a large scale and under a 
broadened legislative authority to meet a 
situation so extreme that it partakes of the 
aspect of an emergency. 

A particular case ef need for the use of 
temporary promotion develops in connection 
witn the appointment of a commanding general 
for the new General Headquarters Air Force. 
Though the present law permits promotion by 
one or two grades on account of field com- 
mand, legal authorities have apparently ques- 
tioned the propriety ef extending that autho- 
rity te the creation of general officers he- 
yond those individually authorized by law. 

It should be perfectly clear that the com- 
manding officer of the General Headquarters 
Air Force should be chosen from among all the 
colonels anc lieutenant-colonels upon the Air 
Corps list, that there should be freedom to 
select the one of that group best qualified 
to exercise the supreme field command cf the 
Air Corps, and that the appointment should 
carry with it temporary rank as a Major Gen- 
eral. To clear up the legal status, and to 
make a temporary elevation by as much as 
three grades possible where a lieutenant 
colonel has been chosen for the command, 
specific legislation is needed." 

The Federal Aviation Conmissien, in expla- 
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nation of Recommendation No. 51 - that author- 
ity to select a Chief of Air Corps from among 
all the sfficers of leng service in that arn, 
which has now expired, should be renewed, 
states: 

"The Air Corps Act nf 1926 provided fer what 
was then felt to be an emergency situation due 
to the scarcity of high-ranking officers in 
the Air Corps by allowing the selection of a 
Chief -f Corps, with the temporary rank of 
Vajor General, from among all the officers ef 
the Corps with fifteen years or mre of service 
The rule for other arms of the Service is that 
the Chief must be a colonel or a general of the 
line eat the time ef his appointment. 

The authority granted by the 1926 Act expired 
on July 1, 1934, and when the necessity cf se- 
lecting the new Chief of Corps. arises the Sec- 
retary of War will be limited to.a choice enrng 
the colonels, of whom there are now only nine 
and three cf whom have had practically ail of 
their Service experience with lighter-than-air 
eraft, unless the expired authorization be re- 
newed. We recommend that it should be done by 
simple amendment of the Act of 1926 to extend 
the broadered authority for choosing the Chief 
cf Corps. We hope that in the near future 
some general action will te taken to improve 
the Army's promotion situation and that e larg- 
er number of Air Corps efficers of outstanding 
ability and varied Service experience will have 
attained to the highest ranks as a result. 

We have suggested in the previous recomzenca- 
tion that in addition to extending the authori- 
ty ferrthe appointment cf the Chief of Air 
Corps it should be specifically broadened to 
allow a similar freedom in the appointment of 
the Commanding General of the General Headquar- 
ters Air Force." 

Teuching on the medifications in the Air 
Force organizaticn now being rut inte effect, 
the Commission stated that the initial ergani- 
zation sof a G.H.Q. Air Force must be considered 
experimental, and until this solution has had 
adequate trial corment thereon is withheld. 
is added, however, that there is ample reason 
to believe that aircraft have now passed far 
beyoxd their fermer position as useful auxili- 
aries and must in the future be considered and 
utilized as an important means of exerting di- 
rectly the will ef the Commander in Chief. An 
adequate striking ferce for use against <bjec- 
tives both near and remote is a necessity for a 
modern army, ani the projected G.H.Q. Air Force 
must be judged with reference to its effective- 
ness in this respect. 

"We have no doubt,'' the Commission states, 
"that there will be a vrogressively greater. 
measure of independent action of aircraft in 
military operation as the capacities of air- 
craft increase. We interpret the present pro- 
posals as a step towards provision fer such in- 
creased independence, and as a test of its ef- 
fectiveness under the strategical conditions 
dictated for the United States by geography and 
national pelicy. Further steps may in due 
course become necessary. If the degree of inde- 
perdence provided under the present plan is so 
used as to lead to the devslopment of an effec- 
tive strategy of air force enployment (and 
every epoortunity should be provided to that 
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sirebility of further erganizational chenges 
may in.due course become apparent. 

The present Navel organization appears to 
be sufficiently flexible to develop its air 


‘ forces, both ship-based and shore-based, fer 


as much independence of action against naval 
objectives as may be feasible. Bombing and 
torpeds attacks frem aircraft carriers kavs 
already become a common feature of naval main- 
euvers. We assume that they will be extended 
as rapidly as the cawacitiss of existing 
equipment and the accumulation of experience 

ermit. , 

In the strategy cf independent air ection 


the long-range flying beat, shore-based,plays 


an important part. That tyne of aircraft 
alse has important functicns in connectien 
with Flest operations. They must not be ne- 
glected. Wea recommend that national defense 
nolicy continue to provide for naval flying- 
boat orerations on a large scale, especially 
in thosn areas where sheltered water fer fly- 
ing boat cperations is much easier to find, 
and. much more widely diffused through the 
zone of strategic interest, than ar2 suitable 
fisids fer landplanes."' 

Referring to the numerical strength in air- 
planes and personnel of the Army Air Corps, 
the Cenmission, while deploving that the mil- 
itary uir forces of the world, almost without 
exception, are in process of expansion or of 
more or less comlete reequipment and modern- 
ization to secure increased power, states 
that this must be reckoned with as a fact,and 
that the air program made in 1926 is no long- 
er adequate either to the present apprecia- 
tion of the military importance of aircraft 
or to the maintenance of the standing of the 
United States in air power; that while we are 
leggard neither in numbers af aircraft ner in 
their general quality at the present time, we 
might easily become so if we fail to accept 
the lessons of the :urrent policies of other 
Powers. 

Taviting attentien te the program of the 
Navy calling for 1910 airplanes te be in ser- 
vice by 1941 in erder to keep the supply 2f 
aircraft abreast of ths needs of the Naval cr 
ganization, as mdified by the construction 
ef new vessels for the Fleet and otherwise, 
and to the plans cf the War Department for a 
program calling fer an expansinn te 2320 
planes by 1938, the Commission states that 
nothing short ef a radical change in the in- 
ternaticnal situation should be allewed to 
interfere with the completion of these pro- 
grams or with the meking of the necessary ap- 
propriaticns to carry them out. Long before 
their completion they may call for further 
medificatior, but for the present they effor 
a working basis which should be accepted. 





The Commission, from its ovm investigations, | 


urgently recoumends that, whatever numrizal 
strength be autherized by the Congress, it be 
based not enly on the estimated numerical 
strength of foreign powers but also, and more 
particularly, on the performance and military 
qualities of foreign aircraft and the means 
available to them te exert their pewer upon 
us. The Ceumission is cf the ¢pinion thet 
progress has been, and will continue to be, 





end, both in the Army and in the Navy), the de- 4 





more repid in aeronautical engineering than 
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in any other branch of science applied to 
warfare, and consequently that numerical 
strength is cf less importance to national 
security than leadership in quality ef mater- 
iel and personnel. 

"In this connection,''! the Commission 
states, ‘it should be our pelicy not only to 
lead in the development of superior aircraft, 
navigational equipment, and armament, but 
alse by means of comprehensive exercises and 
maneuvers in time ef peace to evolve tactical 
doctrines appropriate to such equipment and 
to train a personnel of highest efficiency. 

It is considered important that such exercis- 
es be conducted under various climatic and 
geographical situations and designed to simur 
late as closely as possible actual war-tine 
conditions. 

The natural and conmon dispositicn has been 
to concentrate a substantial proportion of the 
aerial operations of the Army and Navy in re- 
gions where climatic and geographical factors 
and simplicity of supply problems permitted 
continuous operation at high intensity. No 
such selective principle operates upon the de- 
termination of a theatre cf war, and the dif- 
ficulties of war should be faced in peace to 
the limit of practicability. In this cennec- 
tion we wish to express our special commenda- 
tion of the experimental cperations xf the 
Army and Navy in Alaska, and to endorse the 
recommendations of the Baker Board that mili- 
tary air operations in that territory should | 
be put on a year-around basis on a substantial | 
scale as a means of training personnel to op- 
erate under Arctic conditions and of develop- 
ing specialized equipment necessary for such 
operation. In the same connection, we single 
out for commendaticn also the Navy's plan to 
send an aircraft carrier upon a cruise in 
northern waters in midwinter to acquire expe- 
rience in carrier service at low terperatures 
and in the face of sleet and snow. We wish 
also to approve the recommendations of the 
Baker Board upon the development of the in- 
strument-flying technique. Officers of the 
Army Air Corps have pioneered in extreordinary , 
developments in instrument flying, and especi- | 
ally in the development of blind-landing sys- 
tems and technique. We urge that the Services 
carry on diligently with research in that 
field, and at the same time proceed to mke 
full and rapid practical application of what 
has already been learned."! 

In the matter ef the inter-relaticnship cf 
the National Defense Services, the Commission, 
while appreciating the efforts now being made 
for coordination, feels that the present de- 
gree of mutual understanding between the Army 
and Navy is less than might be desired; that 
the machinery for settling differences in uat- 
ters of detail lacks something in effective- 
ness and that the arrangements for keeping 
commanders in the field notified of their re- 

ective responsibilities in joint operations 
with neighboring units of the sister Service 
are strikingly inadequate. There are, of 
course, a variety of devices which have been 
suggested from time to time for effecting im 
provement in these mtters. Final authority 











reposes in the Fresident, but it is not to be 
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expected that the Commander in Chief can take 
personal charge cf every point that my 
arise. In the British government adjustments 
ean be made through a Coumittee of Imrerial 
Defense, upon which beth military and civil- 
ian members sit. It has often been persua- 
sively argued that a Department of National 
Defense should be created, with a Secretary 
of National Defense and the personnel imne- 
diately attached to his office as the inter- 
Service coordinating facter. Another ressi- 
bility would be the designation by the Fres- 
ident ef a representative of his office, re- 
spensible only to himself, who would sit as 
@ neutral member upon the various joint . 
boards on which the two armed Services are 
now equally represented. 

Asserting that while this mtter lay be- 
yond its scope, the Cemmission considered it 
sO serious that it recomrends that the whole 
problem ef military -rganizatien and ef 
inter-Service relaticnships bo made the sub- 
ject of extended examination by seme appro- 
priate agency in the near future. The Com 
mission records its belief that the present 
difficulties are not the result of any pecu- 
liar defects in the present division of func- 


| tions between the Army and the Navy. In 
countries where there are three services, 


with an independent eir force providing the 
third, the opportunities for conflict of 
opinion about who is to do what and how seem 
to be no less marked than under our own two- 
Service arrangoment. The need fer definite 
machinery to campese such conflicts, and to 
eifect in the last extremity an intervention 
of neutral parties, is likely to exist under 
any system. 

In elaboration of the recommendation that 
a number ef officer pilots cf the Regular 
Army and Navy should be assigned annually to 
the sther service and given duty with active 
air units, the Commission, in view cf the 
complications that appear likely to exist in 


' joint cperations of any two distinct servi- 


ces under the best of conditions, whether 
both be in the air or one in the air and the 
other upon the svriace, deems it particular-~ 
ly important to insure cluse understanding 
ef each other's preblems by the officers of 
the Army and Navy air arm:. ~ Though o gen- 
eral rotation of duty between the Army and 
Navy is manifestly impracticeble, the Com 
missinn believes it quite reasonable to pro- 
pose that a considerable number of efficers 
of each Service be given the opportunity of 
doing tours of duty with t>. other and ot 
learning its cperations ai irst hand. Such 
exchange of perscnnel ovght 10 extend no? 
only to tactical units, but also to the 71l)~- 
ing schools, to the tactical and ether cer- 
vice schools and to the repair depots ant _ 
other technical installations. The constant 
interchange ef personnel between tae Nava- 
school at Pensacola and the Air Cours 7 =: 
ing Center at San Antonio is particule. > 
recommended, and a detail of naval ofzicers 
in increased numbers to the Air Corps Tac- 
tical School and of at least two or three 
Air Corps officers (instoaad of the single 
individual that is now the rule) to the 
V-6725, A.C. 
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Naval War College. 
ent shortages of officers in toth Services, the 
value of the experience gained through such ex-: 
changes and of the improved mutual understand- ! 
ing that may result appear so great as to jus- 
tify an assignment of a small percentage of the 
regular officer personnel to exchange duty. 

Recommending that the experimental and ce- 
velopmental work of the Army and Navy should b 
conducsed on an increased scale, the Commis- 
sion, while recognizing the importance of an 
adequate number of aircraft and trained per- 
somnel in an air force, believes it quite as 
important tc insure in peace time that the 
equipment is of the highest quality that the 
existing state of knowledge permits. A great 
deal of criticism had been heaped on the Arny | 
and Navy in the early years of the past decade ! 
fer excessive expenditures on experimzatal 
work and not enough on quantity procurement of 
aircraft. Assuming that this criticism my 
then have been valid, it now appears that the 
Services are in danger of switshing to the op- 
posite extreme. that is, instead of spending 
too much on experiment and development they 
seem likely to spend too little,-for it is 
upon current experimental appropriations and 
upon the wisdom with which they are expended 
that the quality of our aircraft of a few 
years hence will depend. 

The past year was marked by incessant at- 
tacks upon the quality of American military 
aircraft, it being alleged that they are in 
every essential respect hopelessly inferior to 
corresponding aircratt of uropean origin. As- 
serting that some of the misleading statements 
made almost advertise upon their face their 
own intemperateness and exaggeration, and that 
other statements are undoubtedly true, though 
the implications drawn seem excessive, the 
Commission points to this as m interesting 
commentary on the state of the public mind 
that these charges seem to be essentially sim- 
ilar to those being made at the sare time in 
the very countries whicu have been held up to 
the United States as examples tc imitate. The 
British press has rung with assertions of the 
renarkable qualities of American eircraft and 
of the inability of the available British 
types even to keep pace with American conmmer- 
Cial machines, while a section of the press in 
France has debated furiously the rumored infe- |! 
riority o” French military aircraft to those 
of mst of the rest of the world. 

While avoiding statistical researches on the 
aircraft of variovs nations, the Commission 
has nevertheless made enough comparisons in 
particular lines of development to reach cer- 
tain general conclusions, and it seems clear 
that American aircreft design and the aerody- 
namic qualities of American airplanes are at 
least the equal of sny others in the world. It 
is in the variety of power-plent types and in 
their special adaptation to certain military 
purposes that we are comparatively weak. The 
net result is that American military planes 
powered with American engines seem cn the 
whole, surveying the entire range of types re- 
quired, to be as good as any that exist else- 
where. In some respects and in some particu- 
lar types they appear quite beyond challenge, 


While recognizing the pres- 


_ lack of intensive application to the special 
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while in others they are, seemingly because of 


problems that they present, inferior. No 
reason is seen, however, why an intensive de- 


: velopment in the particular phases where we 


have been baciward shovld not be superposed 
en the renarkadle development that has already 
taken place in the United States in improving 
aerodynamic and structural qualities and in 
increasing the practical utility of medium 
powered engines. 

That American engines ef from 200 to 750 
horsepower or thereabouts are at least the 
equal of any others in the world in rehiabili- 
ty, economy of first cest and of operation,and 


' general’ serviceability seems to be beyond 


question. If evidence of that fact were need- 
ed it is perheps to be found in the uso of 
engines ‘of American design (and in many cases 
built in American facteries) on 14 percent of 
ali the aircreft in service on European air 
lines in the spring of 1934. That degree cf 
inroad on the Europeen market was, of course, 
made in the face cf o strong nationalistic 
tendencv in most countries to insist upen the 
exclusive use of home products on air lines 
benefiting by governmental support. It isa 
curious fact that eur special weakness is at 
the two extremes of the power range. Rela- 
tively little work has been done on high per- 
formance engines of under 160 h.p., a field 
in which the British industry has made peculi- 
arly its owm. Engines in that power class 
are, of course, of little military interest. 
They meet the requirements cf the private pi- 
lot. The upper end of the power scale, on 
the other hand, is primarily a militzry re- 
sponsibiljty. There is a real need for high 
performance engines of 1,000 horsepc ver or 
more. <A considerable amount cf ex: »:imental 
work in that zone has been done in tie United 
States, but none of it has reached the point 
of production. To put into production a first 
class Service engine of from 1,200 to 1,500 
hep. and weighing approximately one pound per 
horsepower is likely to rec.ire severa] years 
at best. Such develupment :'could be given 
the highest possible priority. 

Recommending a srecial wetch over the liquid 
cooled engine, the Commission states that the 
development of air-cooled power plants by the 
American industry since 1920 has been so re- 
markable that there has been danger that the 
liquid-cooled tynes would fall completely by 
the waysile. Though air-cooling seems the 
ideal arrangement for most use, the liguid- 
cooled types still appear to have marked ad~ 
vantage for certain military functions. Ex- 
perimental work on that class of engine ought 
not to be allowed to lapse. 

’ Touching on the introduction of supercharg- 
ing in which the United States has also 
pioneered, the Comnission states that while 
our manufacturers and Service personnel have 
never lost sight ef the virtues cf this devel- 
opment, there avpears to have been an excess- 
ive emphasis on the building of the whole 
equipment into the normal structure cf the en- 


' gine and avoiding any additicnai mechanism, the 
| resultent tendency being tu limit effective 


supercharging of service engines to compara- 
V~6725, A.C. 





Fem eA ene ERNMENT 











e of 


de- 


ed 
eady 
ing 
in 


ili- 
,and 


eed- 


ses 


t1i- 


% 
i - 


er 
ils 


uid 
she 
he 
- 


Vv 


el- 


en- 
the 











tively modest altitudes. A diligent applica- 
tion of experimental effort is recommended to 
the end that American military engines may 
have available a wider range ef supercharger 
capacity than is now common. 

With respect to the diesel type of engine 
which also found its first successful aero- 
nautical application in America, the Commission 
feels that the military end naval services have 
shovn somewhat less interest than would have 
been appropriate. This type ef engine, exploi- 
ing its charge by the heat of its own compres- 
sion rather than by electrical means, seems 
particularly desirable where long range is 
sought, due to its fuel economy, and it seems 


reasonable to hope that diesels can be develop- | 


ed which will substantially increase the range 
available with gasoline available in the same 
aircraft. Most European countries are taking 
very active interest in the aircraft diesel for 
military service, and recommendation is made 
that the United States join their mumber. 

Pointing to the increased efficiency of pres- 
ent day aircraft engines, the change from wond- 
en to metal structure in aircraft with result- 
ant increased cost of preduction, the develop- 
ment cf a multitude of accessories no less im 
pertant in their effect on efficiency than the 
airplane and engine themselves, the Commission, 
after considering the cost ef keeping up the 
necessary government testing facilities and 
laboratories and of those purely military de- 
velopments which the Army and Navy carry on in 
their own plants, is left with the conviction 
that to keep abreast cf progress the annuil ap- 
propriation for experiment and development in 
the Army and Navy can scarcely be less than 
twice the 1934 figure, which was $5,300,000. 

To be continued in next issue. 
---000--- 


WIND DIRECTION INDICATOR FOR NIGHT LIGHTING 
SYSTEM AT OLMSTED FIELD 


The rewrote control system for the operation 
of the landing flood lights at Olmsted Field, 
Middletown, Ta., inccrvorates a feature whereby 
the operator of the system may cause the proper 
bank of floodlights to be put into operation, 
at the same time taking into account the wind 
direction. This is a very valuable feature for 
this particular installation, inasmuch as a wet 
of contrel switches is located in the telephone 


exchange, seme distance from the field, so that | 


the system can be put in cperation as required 
by the telephone operator, who, without some 
sort of wind indicator, would have no means cf 
knowing which bank of lights to turn on. 

The device for indicating which bank of flood 
lights should be used consists of an ordinary 
windvane mounted above the building in which 
the remote control switches are located, and in 
the construction of which is incorporated a 
contact bearer with one contact segment for 
each bank of floodlights on the field. The 
vane proper operates a small brush which makes 
electrical contact with one of these contact 
Segments at a time, so that the particular seg- 
ment with which contact is being made at any 
particular time depends on the wind direction. 
The small brich is of such width that the in- 
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i gains contact with the adjacent 


stant it loses contact with one segment, it 
3 segment. 
Hach seguent is comiected through a 12-volt 


transformer to a small signal light over the 


_ appropriate floodlight control switch, and 


the contact bearer criented with resvect to 
the cardinal points, so that the segment 
mking contact when the wind is blowing ina 
given direction causes a bulb to be illumin- 


| ated over the switch controlling the proper 


floodlight bank to be used for the given 
wind direction. Thur, the operator does not 
have to take into consideration the wind 
direction at all when he puts the night 
lighting system into operation, but simply 
turns on the control switch over which the 
signal light is burning. 

---000--- 


THE NEXT CLASS AT THE ARMY INDUSTRIAL 
COLLEGS. 


According to an announcement recently made 
by the War Department, a total cf 43 offi- 
cers of the Regular Army have been selected 
for detail as students at the Army Industri- 
al College, Washington, D.C., for the 1935- 
1936 course. These officers will report to 
the Director of the Army Industrial College 
between August 15 and 21, 1935. 

Tncluded among these 43 officers are eight 
from the Army Air Corps, nine from the Q.M. 
Corps; two, Medical Corps; two, Finance 
Dept.; four, Corps of Engineers; nine, Urd- 
nance Dept.; two Signal Corps; one,Chemical 
Warfare Service; one, Cavalry; one, Ccast 
Artillery Corps; one, Field Artillery; two, 
Infantry, and one, Adjutant General's De- 
partment. 

The Air Carps officers selected to attend 
the Army Industrial College are as follows: 
Lieut.-Col. Henry 8. Clagett, Kelly Field, 
Texas; Majors Hubert Y. Hopkins, Fart 
Leavenworth, Kens.; Clinton W. Howard, %f- 
fice of the Chief of the Air Corps; Capts. 
Merrick G. Estabrook, Jr. and Fardoe Martin 
from Office cf the Chief of the Air Corps; 
Muir S. Fairchild and Arthur W. Vanaman 
from Maxwell Field, Ala.; and lst Lieut. 
Fark Holland from Wright Field, Dayton, 0. 

---000--- 


STATUS OF FLYING TRAINING AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


At this writing the 62 Flying Cadets of 
the upper class at the Primary Flying School 
at Handolph Field, Texas, are putting the ° 
finishing touches cn their final stages of 
training. They are performing several hours 
i day of both day and night avigation,and 

hus far, according to the News Letter Cor- 
respondent, none have been so lost that they 
couldn't get back home. The 37 lower class- 
men are climaxing their training on the 
Primary Stage by performing all the acro-~ 
batics they can in their big PT-3's. 
---000--- 

The appointment of Lt.Col. A.W. Robins as 

Assistant to the Chief of the Air Corps with 





rank of Brig. General, for 4 years from Jan. 

1, 1935, and his assignment as Chief,Materiel 

Division,Dayton,0., was recently announced. 
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NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS EXPRESS GRATITUDE TO U.S. 


Extremely grateful for the spontaneous re- 
sponse of the American Navy, Amay and Air 
Force authcrities at Honolulu in their camre- 
hensive search for the late Flight-Lieutexant 
C.T.P. Ulm and his crew, Messrs. George 
Littlejohn and L.J. Skilling, the Airport 
Beard, the Aero Club and the Chamber of Com 


merce of the City sf New Plymouth, New Zealand, 


joined in formulating a resolution, sent to 
the Hon. George A. Bucklin, Consul General for 
the United States in New Zealand, in which it 
was stated that no greater effort could have 
been made to find the missing airmen; that the 
manner in which the seerch was ccnducted wes 
most heroic and inspiring; that the immediate 
action taken to assist one of the British 
Empire's foremost picneers in aviation will 
long remain in the minds of the British people 
and particularly the citizens of New Plymouth, 
to whom Flight-Lieutenant Ulm was a valued 
friend, as a man and a great advocate of 
aviation. 

it will be recalled that Ulm and his two 
companions in their monoplane ''Star of 
Australia,'' took off from Oakland, Calif. at 
6:41 p.m, E.S.T., December 3rd, on a 2408- 


: 


this great proof sf Americen humanity and sym 
pathy, and that it wes only regretted that 
sch a great achievement was not crowned with 
success. 

New Plymouth, a city of 15,500 population, 
is 228 miles northwest of Wellington, New 
Zeeland. This city takes an exceptional ~ 
interest in everytaing that pertains to avia- 
tion. The trans-Tasman sea flights usually 
land at that place. 
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INSTRUMENT FLYING AT BARKSDALE FIELD 


An added impetus was recently given to in- 


, stvument flying at Barksdale Field, Shreve- 
port, La., by the installation of hoods and 
, the latest type instruments on two BI-2B 

: type eirplenes assigned to that field. Here- 


tofore instrument flying hed been conducted 
ia PIi-3 airplanes only. The BI-28 airplanes 
being equipped with radio and inter-phones 


' have permitted training in radio beam fly- 


ing under the nood, a phase of training 


‘ which has recently proved highly important in 
; the Air Corps. 


mile flight to Honolulu, the first leg cf their , 


long journey to Australia. For 18 hours the 
silver and orange-cclcred monoplene had roared 
on its way over the xcean. Flying through 
stormy weather at an altitude of 12,000 feet, 
Lieut. Ulm maneuvered for two hours, attempt- 
ing to pick up the radio-direction beacon be- 
fore sending cut his first $.0.S. It’was at 
723@ a.m, (Kawaiian time), 1:00 p.m, E.S.T., 
December 4th, that the first warning came from 
the voyagers that they were facing trouble, 
the radio messages stating that very little 
gasoline was left, that the a’anen were off 
their course and did not know their position. 
Distress messages came from the ill-fated air- 
eae at frequent intervals, the last one at 

730 asm. announcing thet the airplane was 
afloat. A far-flung naval search was carried 
on by 18 submarines, 3 mine layers and two 
Coast Guard vessels, supplemented later by 
scme 35 airplanes from the Army and the Navy. 
All efforts to locate the three intrepid fly- 
ers proved in vain. 

The Mayor of New Plyrouth, N.Z°, in a Jetter 
to the American Corsul-General, quoted a reso- 
lution passed by the Borough Council on Decem- 
ber 17th, in which there is conveyed the sin- 
cere admiration of the people of New Plymouth 
at the wonderful organization, tae huranity 
and sympathy displayed by the United States 
Army and Navy eauthorities at Honolulu in their 
extensive, heroic and inspired search in con- 
nection with the disaster te Flight-Licutenant 
Ulm and his companicns. It was stated that 
New Zealand people will have great difficulty 
in placing into words their edmiration at the 
wonderful respense of the American Army and 
Navy authorities at Honolulu to the distress 
signals sent out by the imperiled airnen; that 
no greater effort could have been made to find 
them; that in conmon with the rest of the 
Dominion the people of New Plysouth avpreciate 
Hololulu's stirring effort and will not forget 
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AIR TACTICS DEMONSTRATED AT FORT LEAVENWORTH 


The 20th Pursuit Group, Barksdale Field,La., 
led by Major Millard F. Harmon, dr., Command- 
ing Officer, made a controlled flight te Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, on January 3rd, for the 
purpose of training in unit avigation and 
demonstrating Pursuit tactics to the Command 
and General Staff School. 

The flights from Barksdale Field to Fort 


, Leavenworth and return were made in acccrd- 


ance with a movement table as outlined by 
the Operations Officer. Each squadron was 
assigned a different time cf take-off and 
route, and assembly points were designated 


; within 30 miles of objectives. 


Upon arrival at Fort Leavenvorth, a flight 


of two-seater airplanes, furnished by that 


station, was sent up to represent a hostile 
Bombardment groupe The Pursuit group inter- 
cevted and ''destroyed"’ the hostile Bombard- 
ment by means ef machine gun fire from the 
flanks and rear, and successive bombing at- 
tacks from above. 

The pilots who made the flight were high 
in their preise of the courtesies extended 
by the personnel of Fort Leavenworth. 

---090-—= 

In the Jan. 15th News Letter it was stated 
that two maps are being planned for use of 
Arny pilots, Map Ne.38A combining 5 present 
Air Corps strip maps,viz: No. 17, Yura to 


' Los Angeles; No. 31, Nogales-Tucson~Phrenix; 
: No. 32, San Diego ~ Fhoenix; Ne.38,San Diego 
‘ to Tucson; No. 39,Los Angeles - San Diego; 


and Map No. 59, a ne compilation (Washington 
to Charleston, S.C. and Savannah, Ga., via 
Richmond, Va. and Ft. Bragg, N.C.) to serve 
the route te Miami, Fla., now requiring the 
use of 4 maps from Washington, D.C. te 
Savannah. Map No. 59 will net be ready for 
distribution for about six months, as the 
preparation thereof began only recently. 


V-6725, A.C. 


f 
: 





eee 








1° sym 
with 
ion, 


Avia- 
lly 


in- 
Te- 
and 


sre- 
ted 
anes 


ly- 


it in 


RTH 


1,La., 
nand- 
Fort 





a 


a 








RANDOLPH FIELD'S AMATEUR RADIO STATION W5AUC 


After a silence of two years, Amateur Radio 
Station WOAUC is back on the air at Randolph 
Field, Texas. This modern radio station is 
now located in the Radio Laboratory of the 
Academic Building, and is owned and operated 
by Private Charles Ken Smith, of the 52nd 
Scheol Souadron, who is one of the Instruc- 
tors in Code at the Ground School of the Air 
Corps Primary Flying School, an? operates the 
station in his spare time as a hobby in carry- 
ing on experiments in the phases of short 
wave communication developments. 

The transmitter of W5AUC for sending code 
signals is one of the most powerful end finest 
built outfits in the southwest. It is crys- 
tal-controlled, and transmits on a frequency 
of 7036 kilocycles. It has a power input 
range from 100 to 1,CO00 watts, the maximm 
allowed for amateur radio stations by the Fed- 
eral Conmunications Commission. W5AUC has 
carried on two-way communication with 28 for- 
eign countries, comprising six continents,and 
the maximum distance attained was 12,600 
miles, or half way around the world. W5AUC 

is a member of the .4.C. Club, which compris- 
es radio amateurs of the world who have carri- 
ed two-way communication with the six contin- 
ents - North America, South America, Europe, 
Asia, Africa and Oceania. 

The station is also a member of the Americen 
Radio Relay League, whcse members assist in 





relaying messages all over the United States. 


WOAUC has just been appointed official relay 
station for this league, and is hendling per- 
sonel messages from the personnel of Randolph 
Field to any address in the United States. 
Kaving joineu the Army Amateur Net, W5AUC now 
stands air drills every Monday night, at 8:00 
pem, and after drill exchanges radiograms 
with the other members of the net. 

To insure positive delivery and speedy re- 
ply, daily traffic schedules are maintained 
by W5AUC, and radio stations located all over 
the states. This arrangement of schedules 
reguires considerable time, and at present 
there are only three daily schedules, but 
more tests are being made and schedules added 


| daily. WSAUC has also formed an All-Army Air 
| Corps Net to facilitate the handling of mes- 


sages between Air Corps fields, direct, and 
for emergency weather information. 

The receiving ecuipment of W5AUC consists 
ef an all-vave 12-tube superheterodyne, which 
bas been adapted for the reception of code 
signals. The antenna system utilized is of 
a type which reduces local interference and 
automobile ignition radiation to a minimum. 

To date, W5AUC has about three hundred 
radio call cards from all over the werld, 
and mere are coming in every day. These 
cards verify the fact that a two-way comnu- 
nication was established between Station 
W5UAS and the station which has forwarded 
the card. 


---o0o--- 


ACTIVITIES OF THE 33RD PURSUIT SQUADRON 


The 33rd Pursuit Squedron started the cal- 
endar year of 1935 with a larger maneuver 
than has been performed by that squadron 
since its trip to California in 1933. Besides 
12 cfficers and 46 enlisted men of this organ- 
ization, approximately 10 officers and 10 en- 
listed men of other organizations of the 8th 
Pursuit Groun, Langley Field, Va., were 
attached to the detachment ef the maneuver. 

On January 4th, one officer and 27 enlisted 
men departed from langley Field in reconnais- 
sance cars and trucks loaded with equipage for 
a month's stay in the field. While no cffici- 
al revort has been received, correspondence 
from she men who went in these cars leads to 
the belief that they have not had the pleas- 
ure trio some of them anticipated. Cold and 
generally unfavorable weather has prevailed 
since their leparture, even throughout the 
Gulf States through which they have traveled. 
The planes which were to carry the reraining 
officers and enlisted men going on the man- 
euver to Miami, Fla., were detained at Langley 
Field for three days due to the donse fog 
which held the entire Atlantic seaboard in 
inactivity for that length of time. They did 
leave, however, on January 10th, and it is 
presumed they arrived at Miami the following 
day to jcin the truck train. 

After participating in the Air Races at 
Miami, the entire detachment has been travel- 
ing by truck and plane through various of the 
Gulf States, camping at such cities as Mobile, 





New Orleans, and Atlanta. To date there 
have been but three casualties reported, one 
having been sustained in the football game 
between Langley Field and the team from the 
Jeval Air Station at Pensacola, which was 
played at Miami (and which the News Letter 
Cerrespendent regrets to say was won by the 
Nevy), and the two others being ailments 
mostly caused by the cold and otherwise se- 
vere weather. hope is expressed that the 
detachment will return to Langley Field on 
the scheduled date without further mishap. 
---000--- 


PEOTCGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES OF 2nd PHOTO SECTION 


A detachment cf three men accompanied the 
Second Bombardment Wing, Langley Field, on 
the Fourth Corps Area Maneuvers for the pur- 
pose of photographing landing fields,etc., 
and developing gun camera film. Most of the 
remaining personnel are engaged on a five- 
lens mapping project for the United States 
Coast and Geodetic Survey. This project in- 
cludes about 2500 square miles of the coastal 
area and the inland waterways from Norfolk, 
Va., to the Neuse River in North Carvlina. 

It is being photographed from 5,000 feet as 
contrasted with usual mapping altitudes of 
from 10,Q00 to 15,000 feet, and while excel- 
lent detail is being obtained there is also 
an extensive increase in the number of prints 
and the amount of laboratory work required. 
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TRAINING AT RANDOLPH. FIELD 
By the News Letter Corresnondent 


Those who have been away from the 
Training Center for some sears would | 
marvel at the changes which have taken | 
place since the schools at Brooks and 
warch Fields were concentrated at 
Randolph Field. 


In the old days the basic training was 
more or less a duplication of the work 
done on the Primary Stage in a larger 
ship. Today, however, the basic train- 
ing is more diversified and orogressive. 
The instruction is arranged so tuat the 
student's interest is not permitted to 
lag through repetition. After the most 
elementary phase, whicn includes expla- 
nation of controls and instruments, use 
of braxes and throtile, taxying, take- 
offs, landings, turns, climbs, glides, 
stalls, snins, spirals, chandelles, 
eights, cross-wind take-offs, forced 
landings and slips, the student's weex. 
includes: accuracy, air work, forced 
lendings, formation, dual instruction, 
strange field landings, avigation,cross— | 
country trips, night flying and instru- 
ment flying, and he does not know what 
is coming next. 


Avigation and night flying haveébeen 
discontinued on the Frimary Stage andai'e | 
all done on the Basic Stage. In the last | 
few years there havebteen added to the 
Basic Stage more instrument flying, four | 
phases of strange field landings, and 
night flying has been increased from one ! 





hour of local flying in the old cays to 
three phases of local flying, including 
flood light lending, winz tip landings | 
and flare landings. In addition to this, 
the student secures 12 hours of night 
avigation. 

Although the War Devartment has author-| 
ized,as a part of the curricula of this | 
School, radio missions, including radio | 
control and radio oeacon flying, this 
phase of training has not been given in 
the past, due to the fact that this | 
School has not been supplied with the ne-; 
cessary radio equipment. This training 
1s very essential in prevaring a man to 
take his vlace in a tactical organiza- 
tion, and we are looking forwerd to the 
time when the radio equipment will be | 
supvlied. 


The training of permanent persomiel is 
also handicavped by the lack of this 
equipment. The modern facilities instali- 
ed at Randolvoh Field have been a great 
aid in imoroving the instruction at this 
School. Each stege is subdivided into 
flights, and each flight has its own 
billowac, where ships, lockers for the 
students, parachutes and flight office 
are concentrated, thus obviating such 
practice as going to one end of the fly- 

ng line to secure the parachute when 
the ship is being flown from the other 





end. Everything is more convenient for ob 


‘was adopted in the hope 


the student. 

The glorified position of check pilot 
has practically gone the way of the 
"Dodo," and the student who is maki 
satisractory progress does not have thi 
olG mental bazard to overcome. The in- 
Structor and the flizht commander now 
pass judgment upon the progress of the 
Student. Those stucents who make un- 
Satisfactory progress are never brought 
before the Faculty Board unless the in- 
structor, flight, and stage commander, 
and tne officer in charge of flying so 
recommend. Loose ieaf logs are submit- 
ted daily on each student, and once 
submitted they are never seen again by 
the instructor, thus odviating his 
opinion of the student's work today be- 
ing influenced by the work that the 
stucent did yesterday. When a student 
is transferred from one instructor to 
another, the new instructor does not 
know what progress the student made un- 
der the old instructor. This system 
that it would 
force the instructor to grade the stu- 
dent only on that cey's work. 

“e believe we are doing a good job 


‘here at Randolph Field and invite criti- 
'cism, and those ofiicers who have not 


been at Randolyn Field recently should 
try to get here in order to see what we 
are doing. 
ogy 

26TH PURSUIT SQDN. IN FIELD EXERCISES 

Since January 4th, 11 officers and 26 
enlisted men of the 36th Pursuit Squad- 
ron, stationed at Langley Field, Va., 
have been particinating in field exer- 
Cises in the Fourth Corps Area. Motor 
vehicles were used in coiuveying the en- 
listed men and suoolies to the Wing 


{Concentration Cemp at the Pen American 


Airport at iiiami, Fla. 

The itinerary included the following 
cities: Langley Field, Va. to Miami, 
Tampa end Tallahassee, Fla.; Mobile, 
Ala.; New Orleans, La.; Montgomery 
Aia.; Fort Senning, Ga.; Atlanta, Ga., 
to Langley Field. 

The purvose of the field exercises was 
to qualify units in: 

(a) Cccuvation and evacuation of 
str nee airdromes day and nigat. 

(5 HKaployment, Transnortation and 
bivouecking of Flying Echelons. 

c) Employment, Trans»vortation and use 
of minimum modile Field Equipment Kits, 
and their replenishment from distant 
su By volints. 

R ) Administration, supply and logis- 
tics of dispersed units. 

te) Enployment of mobile field radio 
communications. 
~-=900-—= 
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PROMOTION OF NONCOLMISSIONED OFFICERS 


The previous issue or the News Letter contained the names af 97 Technical Sergeants and 
17 First Sergeants, listed in the erder of their standing on January 1, 1935, on the cligible 
list for promotion to the grade of Mister Sergeant, also the names of 150 Staff Sergeants cn 
eT the cligitle list for promotion to the grade of Technical Sergeant. 


lot 











vale | Due to the lack ef space it was net pessible to publish the cemplete list of Staff Ser- 
“— geants on the eligible list, and a list ef the rewaining 297 names is given below, as follows: 
the | 151. Gregg, Emnett C. 213. Davis, Golden R. 275. Murdoch, Edward 
a ; 152. Mecks, Jchn D. 214. Caraway, Rayford A. 276. Anderson, George 
te t I 153. Harth, George J. 215. MeQuillan, William Tf. 277. Hollon, Orval L. 
in- | 154. Brock, Norris 216. Killian, Wiley 278. White, Andrew 
gt 155. Vishal, Germain A. al7. Wiley, William 279. Harwell, Walter L. 
sO | 158. Goulla, Jack 218. Scott, Orval W. 280. Kanig, Albert V. 
mit 157. Novak, Louis W. 219. Fowler, Byron L. 281. Perl:ins, William E. 
.* 156. Martin, Paul H. c20. Benson, Harry 4. oo2- Johnson, George D. 
Y | 159. Gutierrez, Arnaldo col. Galloway, Roy F. 283. Morris, John E. 
i 160. Docney, John J. 222. Blenchard, Leslie D. 234. Frost, Samel K. 
be- ; 161. Carr, James W. 225. Buileck, Thomas 235. Ritter, Paul A. 
162. a el Herbert ae 23%. MeGinnis, Edward V. 236. Tuite, EAward J. 
ent | 163. Ford, Lyran 205. Braun, Joseph F. 237. Edwards, Samuel T 
to 164. Warren. Henry Me 206. Carnes, Frank D. 238. Dixon, Frank E. 
t 165. Delaney, Samael 136 227, Ashley, Floy L. 239. Messer, eg 
un= | 166. Chostnutt, Herman L. 228. Rosser, Jazes C. 290. Hug ghes, ' Ted C. 
m i167. Paces, Max 229. Chipperfield, Merton lL. 291. Cecene: Charles C. 
1d 168. Morrison, Jay P. 250. Williams, Lec V. 292, Jordan, Martin M. 
tu- a — a Curtis A. = Groves, Earl C. 
170. Tetu, Dona E. ee awson, Lane L. 294. Rogers, John 0. 
b 171. Beckham, Reuben S. 243. Golden, Stephea B. 295. Grem, Eugene 
riti- 172. Bishop, Chalmers N. 234, Beck, Henry J. _ 296. Stipe, Jchn H. 
ot 173. Abremitis, Jacob 235. Booth, William H. 297. Mealezewski, Jchn 
uld hg —— ae ce _— E. 298, Littlejohn, Lyman L. 
t wa | - Weltz, William M. Dot. ichon, Fau 299. Maxwell, Jesse M. 
176. Flores, Alberto 238. Shown, Winfred G. 300. Andrews, Arthur 
iis Williamson, Fenry 239. Lutes, Aires D. 301. Merley, James L. 
7 178. Hall, Bolton 240. Willard, Fred J. 392. Kingsley, oe W. 
ES 179, Hunsberger, Horace K. e41. Bullivant, Norman C. 303. Kirkwood, Cecil G 
18°. Kolb, Feter, Jr. 242. Utterback, Harlan R. 304. Bezek, John S. 
d 26 | 181. Collins, Jacob 243. Griffis, Isaac 305. Segalbaum, Charles S. 
uad~ | 182. Mobley, Emunett A. 244. Wright, William Pf. 396. House, Joseph M. 
nae 183. Martin, Troy V. 245. Boucher, Albert C. 307. Brenckman, Emil 
er- 184, Townsend, Joe H. 246, Kaufman, Eugene H. 308, Wallace, Stephen L. 
Dr 185. “aaa, Joseph Ce 247, Stewart, Jemwes E. 309. Carmack, Themas 3. 
en- | 186. Podraza, Walter H. 2i8. Pitre, Harry J. 510. Hrivnak, John C. 
187. Pond, Everett Tis 249. Wooten, Nack F. S11. Stevenson, Albert E. 
sans 188. Nielsen, Jean 250. Hanmer, Stewart W. 312. Nied, Bernard J. 
189. Lynch Marion M. 251. Euton, James A. 313. Watson, Henry F 
Lng 190. Powers, Barren C. 208. Sayers , Samuel q 314. Hedley, Arthur R. 
i 191. Prince, Kerman 255. Hidman, Arthur G._ 315. Adams, Gerald 
I 192. Kelly, Bernard F. 254. Malone, Roderick N. 316. Hogan, Edward J. 
Fi 193. Anning, Richard 5S. 205. Young, Earl S. 317. Montgomery, Joseph 
a 194, Brovming, Earl H. 256. Deck, Ross P. 318. Tatterson, Homer L. 
; 195. Shelle;,, Verl A. 257. Featherer, Joseph $19. Sherman, Sidney 
— 196. Hollis, Claud D. 208. Bardell, North B. 320.. Lage, Wilbur 
: 197, Mulkey, Lloyd 209. King, Oliver E. 321. Kingsley, William S. 
198. Winter, David 260, Dedson, Edward S. 322. Lveas, Cecil 
199. Koblitz, Monrce 251. Blakesley, Wayne R. 523. Griffin, Ralph G. 
200. Knowles, James R. 262. Mason, Robert E. 324. Rogozinski Wads,. rth 
ae 201. Summers, Robert F. 233. Sanchez, John L. 325, Tyler, Fred 0. 
02. Weeks, Edward 254. Hucks, Jesse J. 226. Salter, Joseph =. 
‘ge 4 rag Garcia, Adelmo N. in oe Poesy Ge Srey Bailey, Archie 
= 9 . Burt, Albert B. 6. nith, Fercy G. 32%. Gershon Sanwel 
205. Farrell, Herbert W. 267. Kevsor, Walter K. 229. Boston, Ceorge R. 
206. Browning, Wilbur G. 268. O'Toole, Fred 330. Rahn, Sidney M. 
is- 207. Gilipsky, James L. 269. Baskas, Thomas J. 33). Schaeffer, Henry J. 
P 208. Martin, Robert D. 270. Conner, Thomas 332. Feters, Jchnie R. 
LO 209. Mocney, James I. 271. Parsley, Walter S. 333. Kremer, Dallas M. 
210. Kirkpatrick, Everett 272. Pittman, Hugh B. 334, Wyatt, James W. 
ell. Salmon, Henry F. 273. Rhodes, Alva E. 335. Girard, Leonard F. 
212. Bush, Lawrence 274. Duffy, William J. 536. Walter, James R. 
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337. ONeill, Leslie M. 374. Gresser, Charles J. 411, Yenger, Wallace H. 
338. Wedeman, Maurice H. 375. Bertseh, Edwerd 412. Campbell, Colin A. 
339. Wagoner, Earl B. 376. Wilson, Dewey E. 413. Wickham, Peter M. 
340. Garrison, Neil B. 377, Finch, Harold G. 414. Eggen, Milton F. 
341. Mitchell, Orie L. 378. Jenes, Daniel H. 415. Wehling, George W. 
342. McLaughlin, Frank A. 379. Guinn, Chorles S. 416. Bremer, Robert A. 
343. Coke, Bruncr 380. Moore, Elmer E. 417. DeRossett, Armand J. Jr. 
344. Bullech, Fulton G. 331. Davis, Roby C. 418. Arthur, James H. 
345. Jansen, Otto W. 382. Goodrich, George H. 419. Gilbreath, Thems J. 
346. Rhoden, Joe R. 383. Thompson, Thomas W. 420. Lea, Samuel R. 

347. Letchworth, Roy 384. Coyne, Joseph 421. Hackwith, Herman L. 
348. Janis, James 385. Macomber, Donald G. 422. Polles, George F. 
349. Andersnn,Clarence B. 386. Beach, Maurice M. 423. Cornell, William M 
350. Ferquhar, Wilber W. 387. Wright, William R. 424. ble, Harold P. 
351. Aikensm, Arron 358. Smith, Monroe D. 425. Midkiff, James R. 
352. Selizgever, George S. 369. dennings, Simpson L. 426. eye, Robert 

353. Cunningham, Verdell =. 350. Sallee, Roger A. 427. Mills, Francis X. 
354. Lipp, Henry 391, Hageman, Taul B. 426. iuclLean Sherman A. 
355. Bauer, Toney 392. Beckner, Jchn K. 429, Tilghman, Marion S. 
356. McDonald, Marvin C. 393. Thompson, John W. 4230, Blair, Frank D. 
357, Jchnsor, Wilbur C. 394. Greier, Matthew H. 431. mith, Samson 

358, Higgins, Carl M. 395, Ducheane, Joseph 0. 432. Thacker, Lieyd W. 
359. Kramer, Harry 396. Relyea, Frederick R. 433. Brewn, Abram 

360. Mitchell, Norman J. 397. Burger, Lewis E. 434, Cathie, Arthie L. 
361. Peckham, Robert N. 398. Coy, Charles H. 435. LeDeux, Francis 
362. King, Gecree F. 399. Crow, Charlie D. 436. Henry, Harvey A. 
363. Knoppe, Farl 400. Gorse, John H. 437. Quirk, Jehn D. 

364. Starichenku,villiam A. 401. Somer, James A. 435. Frey, Harvey E.S. 
365. Bishop, Raymond k.. 402. Harrison, Benjamin 439. Spaulding, Ralph E. 
366. Robinson, William T. 403. Williams, Marvin R. 440. Hewkins, Milton H. 
367. WMarstin, Charles TY. 494. MrXenzie, Marvin C. 441. Bobulski, Frank 
368. Wilson, Kennard D. 405. Wojnicki, Rudolph J. 442. Tucker, Douglas M. 
369. White, Charlies D. 406. Lord, Frank H. 443, MecMonamin, Frenk J. 
370. Russell, Cyril F. 407, Miller, Howard M. 444, Meider, Henry W.L. 
571. Leymen, Gilbert E. 408. Baker, Leonard A. 445, Giganti, James M. 
372. lLindbeck, Ruben 409, Ee:mnilton, Donald E. 445, Maidel, Mark J. 
373. Andrick, Relph L. 410. Millea, Jean E. 447. Bell, Thoms 0. 


In the matter of actyval service in the Army, two of the Technical Sergeants on the eli- 
gible list for promotion to Master Serzeant, published in the previcus issue cf the News 


Letter, have to their credit over 26 years; one 


First Sergeant, over 24 years; two Technical 


Sergeants and one First Sergeant, over 23 years; four Technical Sergeants and two First Ser- 
geants, ever 22 years; two First Sergeants, over 21 years; one First Sergeant and ten Technical 
Sergeants, over 20 years; one First Sergeant and five Technical Sergeants, ever 19 yoars; one 
First Sergeant and six Technical Sergeants, over 18 years; two First Sergeants and eleven Tech- 
nical Sergeants, over 17 years; fourteen Technical Sergeants over 16 ycars; wo First Sergeants 
and thirty Technical Sergeants, over 15 years; two First Sergeanss and four Technical Sergeants 
over 14 years; one First Sergeant and five Technical Sergeants, over 13 years; one First Ser- 
geamt and three Technical Sergeants, over 12 years, and ene Technical Sergeant over 11 years. 
Of the first 150 Staff Sergeants on the eligible list for premotion to the grade of Tech- 
nical Sergeant, also published in the previous issue of the News Letter, one has over 28 years 
ef actual service in the Aimy; two over 27 years, one over 26, four, 25; four, 23; four, 223 
three, 21; eight, 20; fourteen, 19; eighteen, 18; thirty, 17; thirty, 16; and thirty-one, 15. 
---0U0——= 


“BLIND'' VERSUS "INSTRUMENT" FLYING 


The following interesting item is reprinted 
from the February lst issue of the Navy News 
Letter: 

"An error which needs correction is the 
habit some pilots have of referring to 
"Instrument' flying as 'Blind' flying. This 
is entirely incorrect. 'Blind' flying is ex- 
actly that, and applies to tne cld days of go- 
ing through clouds, fog, or heavy rain by 
simply ‘hanging on' for a brief period, trust- 
ing to the stability of the airplane and con- 
siderable luck to reach fairer weather. The 
air speed meter and perhaps the whistle of the 
wires were the only effective aids to this 
kind of flying, which was a hazardous affair 
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at best, attested to by the fact that some of 
the country's most experienced air mail 
pilcts not in’requently got into bad ¥ yr and 
tight high speed spirals while trying to 70 
through 'blind.' 

'Instrument' flying, on the other hand, is 3 
perfectly safe and sure method of getting 
through bad stuff. It sim-ly means flight 
which is correctly directed and ccntrolied br 
the indication of suitable instruments. This 
is just about the opposite of 'Blind' flying. 
Let's keep ourselves straight on this. (Thanks 
to VF Squadron SIX for setting us clear on 
this.)! 
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BILLS INTROMUCED IN CONGRESS 


A Bill (H.R. 5057), introduced in the House 
of Representatives by the Lon. John J. 
McSwain, 1i.C., amends the Air Corps Act, ap- 
proved July 2, 1926, permitting the Secretary 
of War or the Secretary cf the Navy, at his 
discreticn, to purchase abroad cr in the 
United States, with cr without competition by 
contract or ctherwise, such design,. eircraft, 
aircraft parts, or aeronautical accosscries as 
may be necessary in his judgaent for experi- 
mental purposes in the development cf eircraft 
or aircratt parts or aeronautical accessories 
of the best kind for the Army or the Nevy, es 
the case may be. 

Several other pertions of the Act of July 2, 
1926, are amended, these dealing with advertis- | 
ing for bids on aircraft, aircraft parts or ac- 
cessories; the inspection of manufacturin, 
plants producing aircraft for the Army and Navy; 
the auditing of the books of contractcrs fur- 
nishing aircraft to the goverrment, end the 
rights and privileges of aircraft designers who 
are the winners of design competitions for 
goverrment aircraft. 

The Bill alsc amends the Natienal Defense 
Act of June 3, 1915, es anended by the Act cf 
June 4, 1520, by vroviding for the detail of 
officers cf the Army Air Corps for te morazy 
duty with the Navy Lir Corps and for the detail 
of officers ef the Navy Air Corps for texporary 
duty with the Army Air Corps. 

---000--- 

Having in view the establishment cof a United 
States Army air base in Alaska to provide a 
supporting Army air base at a favorable and 
strategic locaticn for the protecticn of the 


the art ef flying as shall be prescribed by 
the Secretary of War. 

For the encouragement of the Junior Air 
Resarve, the Secretary cof War is authorized 
to detail Regular flying cfficers, cr Re- 
serve flying officers celled. to active duty, 
to engage in the instruction and training 
ot cadets of the Junior Air Reserve in such 
private flying schools and centers of air 
training as may te cslected for that pur- 
pose, where the nunber of cadets shall not 
be less than twenty and where there are 
approved standards cf instruction and 
training. 

Subject to the restriction that there 
will be no conflict with the work of the 
Acwy Air Corps, ibe use of Army air fields 
is permitted fre time ts time, also of air- 
lanes, aircraft generally, and equipment 
belonging to the Air Corps of the Army, if 
and when in the judgment ef the Secretary of 
War, such use is wise and proper in promot- 
ine the art ef flying and in the training of 
seid Junior Air Reserve 

Certiticates of graduntion evidencing full 
membership in the Jvnicy Air Reserve shall 
be issued to al] cadeis satisfactorily pass- 
ing the final exaziration and tests. They 
shall then be entitled te wear, at pleasure, 
such uniform as stall be prescribed by the 
Cecretary of War. and such insignia and 
ether cesignaticns end decorations theseon 
er wen civilian clothing, as may be pre- 
sevived. Conplete record will be kept cf 
all such graduates cf training for use in 





North Pacific and Alarkan coasts and coast 
cities, a Bill (H.R. 5064) introduced in the 
House of Hepresentatives by the Hon. Jchn F. 
Dockweiier, M.C., of California, authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of War to acquire by do- 
nation, purchase or cendemation, such land in 
Alaska as he may deem necessary and suitable 
for the establishmen’s »f an air donot. A sum 
not to exceed $4,000,000 is authorized to be 
appropriated for the establishment on such land 
of a United States Army air dsnot by the con- 
struction and installation of the necessary 
technical buildings, utilities and appurtenan- 
ces thereto. 

---cQ0o--- 

The organization of a Junior Air Reserve to 
promote national defense is the purpose of a 
Bill (H.R. 4336), introduced in the House of 
Representatives by the Eon. John J. McSwain, 

Me Ce 

The Bill authorizes and directs the Secretary 
of War to organize a civilian component of the 
United States Army, to be known and designated 
as the 'Junior Air Reserve," and to establish 
rules and regulations for the operation ef same. 
All persons between the ages of 18 and 21 years, 
of sound physical condition and with education 
at least equivalent to a full nigh school 
Course are eligible to be listed as cadets of 
the Junior Air Reserve, and they shall be en- 
titled to receive such emblem or designation to 
wear upon the clothing as the Secretary of War 
may prescribe while receiving such course of 
instruction and training in aercdynamics and in 
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the event of a naticnal emergency. 

The Secresery cf War is authorized to 
select each year 300 of the mest promising 
and efficient graduai«s of the primary in- 
struction authorized for a further course 
ef instruction for a period cf not exceed- 
ing. six months at any schocl or flying 
field of the United States Army and then to 
effer at least 100 each year of said gradu- 
ates in the primary instrustion Reserve com 
missiens as second Lieutenants, aad to call 
said second lieutenants to active duty as 
feserve oxrficezs in the United States Army 
Air Cerps, fer sucn time as the Secretary 
cf:War may froin time to time prescribe. 

--~000--- 

A Bill (H.R. 5232) introduced by Hon. Ewing 
Thomason, M.C., of Texas, seeks to fill up 
the commissioned strength of. the Air Corps 
ty July 1, 1935, to the wumber of 1,514 cffi- 
eers, in grades froin colcael ts second lieut- 
enant, inclusive, through cc:missioningas sec- 
ond lievtenants applicants whe hold commis- 
siors as first cr second lieutenant in the 
Air Reserve and are graduates of the Air 
Corps Training Center. Other provisions of 
the.Bill authorize. the recruiting sf the en 
listed strength of the Regular Army to 
165,000 men, exclusive ef Thilippine Scouts, 
by dily 1, 1940, and calling to active duty 
not to exceed 2,000 Reserve officers of the 
combatant arms and the Chemical War Service 
|per year, the number from each arm to be 

regulated in accordance with respective cam 
missioned strengths. 
ind V-6725, A.C. 











UNUSUAL MISSIONS OF NATIONAL GUARD AIR CORPS 


The National Guard aviation performs 
many missions in addition to tne normal 
flying incident to their routine training. 
Two unusual missions were recently revort- 
ed to the National Guard Bureau, one per- 
formed by the 44th Division Aviation, New 
Jersey National Guard, and the other doy 
e6th Division Aviation, Massachusetts 
National Guard. 

Four planes under the command of Major 
R.L. Copsey, X.d. N.G., recently partici- 
eee in the search for the lost American 

irlines Condor passenger vlane in the 
vicinity of Little Falis, New York. 

At the request of tne General Manager 
of the American Airlines, the New Jersey 

lanes reconnoitered an area aporoximate- 
ty 200 square miles north and west of 
Albany. With flying conditions most ha- 
zardous over desolate, treacherous 
country in sub-zero weather, the recon- 
naissance was continued for over two 
hours. The lost plane was located by 
Dean Smith of the American Airlines. It 
having been decided to drop food and 
medicine to whe camaged vlanc, Lieut. 
Emerson, of the c6th Division Aviation, 
Massachusetts National Guard, was select- 
ed for the mission. Major Conse accompa- 
nied Dean Smith back to the scene of tne 
accident to coordinate the civil and mil- 
itary activities by radio and to light 
the scene of the accident co the military 
plane could drop its supolies. It took 
apvroximately two hours until a success- 
ful drop was made at 11:30 p.w. 

What the American Airlines thought of 
the work of the New Jersey Souadron can 
ve seen from a letter written by Vr. 

C.R. Smith, the Fresident of this con- 
cern, to Major Copsey, as follows: 
"Dear Major Copsey: 

I wish to take this cpportunity to extend to 
you and the members of your orranization our 
sincere appreciation for the veluable assistanue 
rendered employees of American Airlines in their 
recent search fcr our lost airplene. 

Flying conditions over desolate, treacherous 
country in »pen airplanes in suod-zero weather 
required men whese devotion to duty was so high- 
ly comnendable as to be oeyond adequate expres- 
sion. 

It would be considered a favor by American 
Airlines if, through a copy of this letter, a 
better understanding of the duty performed oy 
your organization could be conveyed to those at 
the head of the National Guard as an exhibition 
of courage and stamina of which your State can 
well be proud." 

The 26thDivision Aviation,Massachusetts 
National Guard, was varticularly active 
in the past few months in training and in 
Carrying out missions of mercy under the 
most adverse flying conditions. 

Recently a flight of three planes of 
this Squadron took off from the Boston 
Airport at 11:10 p.m. on an extended mis- 
sion to Cleveland, Ohio, to obtain train- 
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ing and exverience in night navigation 
under winter conditions. A direct 
course was set for Albany, N.Y., and 
thence to Buffalo. A heavy snow storm 
and fuel shortage forced the flight to 
land at Syracuse at. 2:55 a.m. After re- 
fueling the flight took off again at 
3:45 a.m., flying above the storm to 
Rochester, h.Y., where improved weather 
conditions were met. Landing was made 
at Buffalo for re-servicing the ships, 
and thereafter the flight proceeded to 
Cleveland and return without further 
incident. 

Extremely low temperature prevailed 
over the entire reute. Heavy snow on 
tne ground et Buffalo made it diffi- 
cult to handle the ships. The radio 
beam receivers purchased by the Squad- 
ron gave some trouble initially, but 
the flight persounel were able to 
clear this up without outside aid. The 
personnel consisted of the regular 
cembat crews without mechanics or tech- 
nical personnel. Captain Gdward S. 
Beck, A.C., Mass. N.G., was the flight 
commander. 

National Guard planes. coast guards- 
men and harbor and Boston police were 
recently mobilized in an intensive but 
fruitless hunt to find two boys re- 
perted edrift on an ice floe in 
Dorchester Bay, more than a half mile 
off Carson Beacn, South Boston. 

It aovears that the boys were seen 
playing on tne ice off Carson Beach 
late in the afternoon. Some individual 
called up the police station stating 
thas he had seen them float off toward 
open water on an ice cake which Lroxe 
locse from a solic sheet stretching to- 
ward shores. - Unwilling to consider this 
message a hoax, despite the fact that 
no revort of any missing shildren had 
reacned them, the police utiiized every 
means av their disposai to locate then. 

Airplanes were called for, and six 
pilots cf the 26. Division attending a 
testimonial dinner to Maj.-General 
Erland Fr. Fish, volunteered and hurried 
under screaming motorcycle escort to 
vake the air in near-zero temperature 
for an hour's vain search of the harbor. 

Tne rescving varty of airmen, ‘ouickly 
organizea by Major Clarence J. Hodge, 
and including Capvtain Aibert Elson, Lts. 
Clyde 0. vakway, Francis P. Kendall, 
Theodaore ZB. Beaker and Stanley Beck, hadi 
the first airplane in the air less than 
half an hour after they reached the 
airnort. ‘the second airpiane took the 
air some 30 minutes later, carrying srot- 
ligtts on the wings which, combined with 
the flares, served to light up a wide 
territory of ice floes and open water. 

The flares reicased from the two air- 
planes brilliantly illuminated the 1lo- 
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cality where the boys were reported to 
have been seen, and so well was this 
work done that newspaver offices were 
deluged by teleohone calls from inquisi- 
tive South Bostonians. The fliers flew 
pack and forth over the area at au alti- 
tude of little more than 100 feet, scan- 
ning every bit of the ice. Subsequently 
flares were thrown to light up tne ice 
field adjacent to open water as fer out 
as the main ship channel. 


Earlier the same day, some of these 
same pilots participated in dropping 
food and supplies to four Nantucket 
fishermen, marooned on ifuskegat Island 
for five days. 

---000--= 


17th PURSUIT GROUP IN FIELD EXERCISES 


The 17th Pursuit Groun, March Field, 
Calif., is now engeged in its annual 
field exercises. Under the plan bein 
followed, one scuadron at a time spends 
two weeks in the field with all person- 
nel and equipment. The 95th Pursuit 
Squadron was encamped at Palmdele,Calif. 
for one week and then moved to Muroc 
Lake for the second week's encampment, 
for, under the Corps Area directive, 
camps must be noved ai least once cur- 
ing the period. 

The first week is spent in field ex- 
ercises to include the problems of 
field encamoment, rield maintenance of 
equipment and tactical exercises, air 
and ground, from field bases. The 
second week at Muroc Lake is spent in 
aerial gunnery. 

The morale of the personnel of the 
Group has materially increased as a re- 
sult of present activity and that in 
immediate prospect in aeriai gunnery 
and bomb dropping. The firing whica 
has been done to date demonstrates the 
practicability of using the P-<6 for 
gunnery with slight modification of 
the course as laid down in ‘raining 
Reguiations 440-40. It has been round 
advisable to move the back bouncary 
line from 1400 feet to 2,000 feet for 
99 degree approaches and 189 degree ap- 
proaches. 

Experiments have also been made in 
element firing with the P26. In the 
first tests 1t was found that 100 feet 
interval is too close for the ground 
targets to be used in preliminery fir- 
ing by elements. Targets snaced at 
200-feet intervals were next tried and 
it was found that this was too far. It 
has been tentatively decided that 150 
feet is the proper interval for ground 
targets fired upon by an element. 

The limited experience to date indi- 
cates the feasibility of firing by 
elements with safety and with more 
than anticipated accuracy. Early 
tests indicate a degree of accuracy of 
wing men of about 50% of the score of 
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“th element leader. 

Units of March Field have until re- 
cently been denrived of the onportuni- 
ty to fire machine guns and drop bombs 
in any quantity end with any regularity 
due to the absence of a suitable range. 
Authority was recently obtainea to use 
a dry salt lake and adjacent sage brush 
covered land at Muroc Lake, a site sit- 
vated about 45 minutes! air time from 





March Field in the Mojave Desert. It 
has been found an excellent site, and 
its acquisition makes it possible for 
any organization at March Field to 
fire any day, a fact which will greatly 
stimulate carrying cut these phases of 
the training program. The ocrsonnel 
of the 17th Pursuit Group confidently 
believe that eny future gunnery and 
bombing matches in the Air Corps will 
finc them well represented. 
Mote: Attention is invited to the 
exoerience of pilots of the <Oth 
Pursuit Group, Barksdale Field, La., in 
their aerial gunnery vractice, utiliz- 
ing P-r6's, report of which appears 
elsewhere in this issue. 

omg Qoo-— 


CauLEBRATION AT HAMILTON FIELD 
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Tre bronze placue, presented by the 
Amevican Legion, at the entrance of 
Hanilton Field, which commemorates the 
slorious heroism of lst Lieut. Lloyd 
indrews Hamilton, who fell fighting as 
e World War "ace," and in memory o 
whom the field is named, will be dedi- 
cated by hundreds of American Legion- 
haires of the Fifth District in a ser- 
vice conducted by a Past Department 
Commander on March 3rd at 2:30 p.m. 

The invitation to Hamilton Field was 
tendered by iiajor o.L. Tinker to the 
Fifth District vomrander, under whose 
Girection the day's program of business 


| will commence at 10:00 a.m. in Hangar 
No.9, and will be followed with mess 


at 1:40 p.m. in the dining rooms of 
the four units stationed at the field. 


--=-0 Oo -—— 


GENERAL WESICVSR VISITS FELTS FIELD 


' Brigadier-General Oscar Westover, As- 
stent Chief of the Air Corps, was 

oxene's most recent military guest. 
General Westover visited Felts Field 
on his tour of the Northwest, snending 
two days vhere. During that time he 
inspected sites which Spokane is advocat- 
ing for tne location of a Regular Army 
Air Corps Depot, for which Congressman 
Sem E. Hill, of Yashington, has introduc- 
ed a bill in Congress, asking for 
$4,000,000. 

The General passed no comment, reports 
the News Letter Corressondent, other 
than to announce that he was going to 
look at PWA airoort projects in his 
flight over Washington. 


si 
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AIRSHIP TC-13 IN AIR MANEUVERS 


The TC-13 airshio, operated by the 19th 
Airship Squadron, Langley Field, Ya., re 
cently returned from Miami, Fla., after 
having varticipated in the maneuvers of 
the 2nd Wing in field exercises conducted 
in the 4th Corps Area. 

The Airship was preceded by an advance 
varty of two officers and eight enlist- 
€d men who motored to Miami in a convoy 
of three trucks. This group erected 
the vortable airship mast which had been 
constructed in the shops of the scuadron 
at Langley Field. The airship mooring 
site was established on private land 
east of the Pan American Airvort. 

The TC-13 airship departed from 
Langley Field at 10:20 a.m. as schedul- 
€d, although a dense fog covered the 
airdrome at the time and necessitated 
following the course of the radio range 
beacon of Lansley Field which had been 
laid on Miami. At 9:00 o'clock that 
night while flying off the coast of 
South Carolina the siy cleared and 
thereafter offered excellent visibility 
to observe the celestial boaies by 
which the course would be steered. 
ship arrived at Miami at 4:30 p.m., 
having completed a non-stop flight of 
about 900 miles. 

The ship remained in Miami four days, 
during which time she demonstrated her 
ability to ride her mast successfully 
in such winds as Miami offered for this 
season of the year. The higher winds 
were noted to occur in the carly efter- 
noon with velocities reaching a maximum 
of 30 m.o.h. at the mooring site. One 
demonstration flight of four hours' du- 
ration over the city of Miami and near- 
by communities was mace on the second 
day in cooveration with the end Wing. 

The return flight to Langley Field 
was made in 18 hours without stovs, the 
ship arriving at Langley Ficld at 4:00 
@é.m., where she hovered in flight un- 
til dawn, at wrich time she was landed 
and docked. Tne advance party return- 
ed to Langley Field three days later. 

This flight demonstrated the adility 
of the TC-13 airship to make non-stov 
flights of aporoximetely 1,000-mile 
range, the ability of her versonnel and 
equipment successfully to maintain radio 
contact throughout the flizit with the 
base station, to fly vlind successfuliy 
over a distance of several hundred miles 
and to make prover use of Department of 
Commerce and avy aids to nivigation. 

t is forecast that this flight is 
but the forerunner of more extensive 
err operations in the field made 
possible when the scvadron organ? zation 
and equirment is modified and improved 
as a result of the experience gained 
from this field emerg see. 


The 


"THE WiST POINT OF TH AIR" 


Rancoloh Field, Texas, has been the 
scene of much activity for the past ten 
months. The filming of "The West Point 
of the Air," Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's Epic 
of the Air, without interruption of fly- 
ing training, is an achievement of which 
the Air Corns can be justly proud. If 
this victure meets its expectations, it 
Will be one upholding the high tradi- 
tions of the Air Corns. It will be a 
medium through which the country will 
become more Air Corps conscious. With 
such actors as Wallace Beery, Maureen 
O'Sullivan, Lewis Stone, Robert Young, 
Jimmie Gleason, Jack Pennick, Henry 
Wadsworth, Robért Taylor, Frank Conroy, 
Russell Hardie and Robert Livingston, 
augmented by officers and ladies of 
Randolph Field, it should be a box of- 
fice attraction. All the personnel 
and each activity of the Field played 
their part in the production of this 
picture. Richard Rosson, the diminu- 
tive but dynemic personality, was the 
Director. Shots were taken of almost 
every activity on the field, from the 
tower of the Administration Building 
to the basement of the Ground School 
building. At the Officers' Club mid- 
summer bathing scenes were taken in 
the chilly November atmosphere. Ladies 
in bathing suits did their shivering 
best to appear quite as if they were 
basking in the heat of a tropi7al sun. 

Yor several weeks the fiela had the 
aspect of a thriving movie colony,with 
the hustling movie company kee ping the 
audience of autograph seekers and hero 
worshippers scram2ling from place to 
place with their ‘‘udden migration from 
one set-up to another. 

On February lst, the last of the com- 
pany "wrapped it up with all shots in 
the bag" andi slipoed away, leaving 
Randclph Field strangely ouie* after 
weeks and months of atuormal ectivity. 
The victure is still to be reviewed and 
approved by the army Beard. WM2jor 

ims. designated the War Department 
representative, must maxe final approv- 
al. The Movie Board, consisting o 
Captains J.X. Cannon, Arthur &. 
Easterbrook and 4.0. Stricklend, expect 
to mace their final recommendation in 
the near future. Dame rumor had it 
that M.G.M. is well pleased with their 
procuction. 

As a great nunber of the movie com- 
pany took part in the filming of "Wings" 
at Kelly Field a few years ago and are 
known by officers throughout the service, 
the names oy tnose who took part in the 
production of this picture are given, 
viz: “Monta bell, rroducer; Rogar Manning, 
Produ:tion ond Buc:ness Manager; Al 
Shenhorg, dvbn Waiters, James iicKay, As- 
sistent Diroctors, Art Erown, Construc- 
tion; Jack Gertsmon, Script Clerk;Clyde 
de Vinna, dead Cameraman; Charles 
4- —-6720, A.C. 
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Marshall and Elmer Dyer, Air Cameramen; 
Paul Vogel, Harry Perry, Bob Roberts, 
Ray Ramsey, Kyme Mead, Wilbur Bradley, 
Joseph A. Valentine, Robert Newhard, | 
Irving Glassberg, Al Williams, Jockey 
Feindel, Walter Strange, Cameramen; Al | 
Sheving, Harry Marble, Herold Baldwin, 
Harry Parksins, Sam Cohen, Glen Strong, 
Bill Strong, Dale Deverman, Xay Norton, | 
Walter Rankin, Donald Brigham, Ed Garin, | 
Jas. Higgins,James Hackxett,King Kauffran, 
Assistant Cameramen; Hank Forester,John | 
Selgraph, Lloyd Isbell, Grip; Dean Dorn, | 
Publicity Man; Bill Grimes, Still Man; 
George Elder, Prop Man; Jas. Brock,Jonn 
Dullam, Ted Raymond, Sound Men; Matt 
Gilman, Utility; Perry O'Brien, Al 
Leider, John Jens, Wes Shanks, 
Electricians. 
---000--— | 


rey Ciet 


ROR 


| units. 


RADIO REPAIR STATION AT DUNCAN FIELD 


A new Signal Corps Radio Repair Sta- 
on, similar to those at the other Air 
pots, is being installed in the En- 
neering Department of the San Antonio 
r Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, for the 
‘nose of securing the maximum service 
i aircraft radio equip- 
that such equipment 
is in first-class cperating condition 
prior to delivery of reconditioned air- 
planes to tactical and other Air Corps 
This Section is under the imme- 
diate supervision of Major Charles T. 


i 
i 
i 
pu. 
from Signal Corps 
ment and insuring 


4d 


|McAleer, Sigual Corps, as Signal Corps 
| Radio Maintenance and Kepair Officer, 
|who joined the San Antonio Air Depot 


last November from duty in the Office 


| of the Chief Signal Officer. 
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AERIAL GUNNERY FORK THE 20TH: PURSUIT GROUP; MARCH FILLD PERSONNSL A BUSY OUTFIT 
\ 


The 20th Pursuit Group, Barksdale Field, 
Lae, Will vroceed to Chapman Pield,Miani, | 
Fla., on Feb. 15th, for tyro weeks! 


Aside from the field exercises and 
aerial gunnery, the orincipal activi- 
ties which have kept the command at 


aerial gunnery training and two weeks of | march Field, Riverside, Calif., on the 


field exercises. 


Jr., Commanding Officer, will leed the 


Group, which will be composed of the 


55th, 77th and 79th Pursuit Squadrons | 


and the 7lst Service Squadron. 

The movement will be made in two echel- 
ons,Zround and air. The ground echelon, 
commended by lst Lt.Manning HE. Tillery, 
will consist of 18 of the latest type 
Army motor vehicles and will be used to 
transport mechanics, equimuent and 
supplies. 

me to the inland location and the 
close proximity of civilian population to 
the Barksdale Field Reservation, it has 
been imvossible to fire the tow target 
phase oF the gunnery course "A." Hope is 
exoressed tha* in the near future a per- 
manent gunnery camp mav be established 
near the Louisiana coast and within two 
hours! flying of Barksdale Field. 

Consideratle interest has been evinced 
by pilots of the 20th Pursuit Group as to 
the outcome of serial gunnery practice 
with the P-26 type Pursuit airplane, the 
latest low-wing Boeing monoplane. Due to 
the location of the machine guns, two 
feet, nine inches below the sighting bar, 
it has been found impossible to bore- 
Sight the P-26 for a range closer than 
150 feet without removing the ring cowl- 
ing. This factor, coupled with the in- 
creased speed and visibility, has aroused 
the interest. 

This trip to Miami will be the first 
movement of troops by motor convoy since 
the arrival of the cOth Pursuit Group at 
Barksdale Field on November 1, 19382. 

a= Qg——— 


Air Corps officers recently promoted wore 
Major Walter H. Frank to Lieut.-Colonel; lst 
Lt. Hobart R. Yeager to Captain; 2nd Lieuts. 
J.W. McCoy, P.H. Robey, C.G. Williamson and 
George P. Moody to lst Lieutenant. 
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Mazor Millard F.Harmnon,! jump during the past 15 days concerned 


the visit of the Corps Area Inspector, 
with parades, reviews aud inspections 
incident thereto; daily flying by in- 
Gividual pilots to fill in their form 
5's, renewed interest in Which is en- 
gendered by Circular No. 6, War Depart- 
ment, 1935; the daily half hour devoted 
to close order flying drill wy the 
whole Group; much emphasis on the Link 
Trainer and instrument flying; and 
maintenance and other cuties labeled 
routine, but which call for 95% of all 
soldier erfort. 

ate 


BROOKS FISLD SEEKS GUNNERY RANGE 


Field is just now much inter- 
ested in the acquisition of a permanent 
site for a gunnery and bombing range. 

Heretofore, through the courtesy of 
the cwner, a tract of land near Port 
Lavaca, has been used, but this year 
the land is not available, and a solu- 
tion is sought in the proposed purchase 
of 5,000 acres at Send Point. Hope is 
exnressed that negotiations may be con- 
cluded in time for this year's gunnery. 

——e 

The first class of officers from the Office 
of the Chief of the Air Corps taking instru- 
ment flying instruction at Bolling Field,D.C., 
was started Jan. 17th, and was compesed of 
Captains George C. McDonald, L.P. Hickey, 
E.¢. Hildreth and Lieut. M.E. Gross. Due to 

the extremely inclement weather, it was not 
possible te conduct this course of instruc- 
tion continuously, but these officers have 
made rapid progress and expressed themselves 
as being most enthusiastic over this type of 
flying training. The second class wiill be 
started immediately upon completion of the 


Brooks 





present one. 
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WAR DEPT. ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: To Hawaiian Devartment: 
end Lt. Chester P. Gilger, trom Barksdale 
Field, sailing about April 26th; 

To Panema Canal Zone: 2nd Lieuts. William D. 
Eckert, Langley Field; Albert W. Shepherd, 
Selfridge Field; David H. Baker end Robert 
Scott, Jr., Mitchel Field, sailing about 
April 4th. 


To Philippines: lst Lieut. Harold Q.Huglin, 
Langley Field, sailing about Mey 14th; also 
lst Lieuts. Edwin R. French, Seliridge Field, 
and Alva Lee Harvey, Langley Field. 

To Langley Ficld, Va: 2ni Lieut. Paul G. 
Miiler, trom Panama Canal Dept. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y¥.: lst Lieut. Roland 
0.S. Akre from Panema Canel Dept.; 2nd Lieuts. 
Relph P. Swofford, Jr., and Millard C.Young, 
from Panama Canal Dept. 

To Crissy Field, Calif.: lst Lieut. Herbdert 
M. Newstrom from Funema Canal Dept. 

To Randolph Field, Texas: 2nd Lieut. Robert 
W. Burns, from Crissy Fieid, Celif. 

To Fort Crockett, Texes: lst Lieut. Melie 
J. Coutlee, from Panama Canal Tept. 

To Selfridge Field, sich.: 2nd Lieut. Jarrad 
V. Crabb, from Panema Cenal Dept. 

To Washington, D.c., for duty in Office of 
Chief of the Air Corps: Captain George S. 
Warren, from Selfridge Field, Lich. 

To Inglewood, Calif.: Captain Edward M. 
Roboins, from duty with the Boeing Aircraft 
Co., Seattle, Wash., to duty with the 
Northrup Corporation as Air Corps 
Representative. 

To Headquarters, 9th Corps Area? 1st Lieut. 
A.J. Kerwin-Malone, from iwarcn Field, to re- 
port to wejor-General Paul 5. Malone for as- 
signment to duty. 

To Panama Canal Zone, sailing about April 
4tn: Ist Lieuts. Draper F. denry, witchel 
Field; Thomas L. Mosley, Fort Crockett; Isaac 
W. Ott, Brooks Field. 

RELIEVED FROM DETAIL TO THE ATR CORES: 
and Lieuts. Peter J. Kopcsal: to Cavalry Divi- 
sion, Fort Bliss, Texas; Robert C. Kryser to 
Infantry, 2nd Division, Fort Sem Houston,Tex.; 
Kenneth R. Kenerick to Haweiian Department 
for assignment to duty with the Coast Artil- 
lery Corps. 

RETIREENTS: Ceptain Harold F. Rouse and 
lst Lieut. Charles H. Earnest, January 31, 
1935, for disability incident to the services 
Captain Frederick A. Johnson, Scott Field, 
Tll., to proceed to his home to aveit retire- 
ment. 
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF A FLIGHT SURGEON 


Much has appeared in print of lete regerd- 
ing new construction at Air Corps posts, high- 
ly complimentary phrases being utilized in 
describing the appearance of the various 
buildings, barracks and quarters, and the 
superlative degree of comfort they afforded 
to delighted personnel. 

But all is not well yet, as testified by a 





commenting on the considerable amount of publi- 
city given war-time construction of buildings, 
both residential and official, still utilized 
at various posts throughout the length and 
breadth of Uncle Sam's army eccupancy, states 
that it rewmeined for Brooks Field to demon- 
strate that, in a piuch, a certain ingenious- 
ness could be called into play ~ not to pre- 
serve the building but those dwelling within 
it. As a result of an unusually vigorous cn- 


| slaught of the elements, not to speak of Time 


itself, one building among cthers at Broolcs 
Field is fairly in a state of collapse. The 
building in question is cccupied by wejor A.W. 
Suith, Flight Surgeon, who procured three 
long poles, formerly used by the Signal | 
Detachment as telegraph wiring material, and 
proceeded to "prop'' them against the timorous 
building, to the amsement of all observers . 
but to the unquestionably effective steadying 
of the structure. 

The Correspondent concludes with the hope 
that new construction may be procured for 
Brooks Field tefore some of the buildings 
actually fall down on a occupants. 


NOTZS REGARDING THE COLD WEATHER FLIGHT 


From Hamilton Field word comes of the col- 
lapse of the landing gear of a fast B-12 
Bomber at Fort Bliss, Texas, piloted by 2nd Lt. 
Edward W. Suarez. He was not injured. 

When last heard from Capt. Arthur G. 
Hamilton and 2d Lieut. Birrell Walsh were at 
Selfricge Field having their planes equipped 
for the cold weather test flight tc Great 
Falls, Montana, and return. Gigantic skis 
were being placed under their Martin Bombers, 
and experimental starters and primers were 
being installed. The enlisted men who were 
working with them almost night and day to get 
ready for the flight were Staff Sgt. Thomas 
3. Vinson, Sgt. Roy H. Coulter, Corporal 
Harvid Saeger and Pvt. lst Cl. Jack Mathews. 

First Lieut. Paul H. Kemmer, who piloted 
the fourth B-1l2 when this flight left 
Hamilton Fiel¢c, had not yet landed at 
Selfridge Field, according to a letter from 
Captain Gamilton. He writes that from Sunny 
California, where it seldom freezes, to an 
ever frosty mercury hovering from one to 15 
degrees above zero Fahrenheit in Michigan is 
quite a contrast, end makes one appreciate 
Celifornia weathe-. 

Polar bears painted upon the skis, which 
loox lixe battleships, seem to be chasing 
Jiggs (the 11th Bombardment insignia) is 
the description given the B-12,equipped for 
the cold weather flight, by Captain Hamilton. 

---000--- 


contribution to the News Letter just received | 


from the Brooks Field Correspondent, who | 
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